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Director's Message
Below, please find a recap of the 2021 National 
Annual Meeting that was held via Zoom. Here's 
hoping that next year the world has returned to 
"normal" and the meeting can once again be held 
in person.

SUMMARY OF THE ANNUAL NATIONAL MEETING OF THE 
CLASSIC CAR CLUB OF AMERICA, JANUARY 16, 2021.

The meeting was conducted by ZOOM and chaired by CCCA 
President Steve Babinski. Steve opened the meeting by noting that 
there were 191 participants when the meeting was called to order. 
Key points from Steve’s opening remarks:

• National Board member terms were extended one year due to 
coronavirus, as was the policy of many of our Regions.

• Finances for 2020 ended ‘in the black’ in terms of net income and 
net operating income, first time in several years. More to follow.

• Johnathan Sierakowski is our new (seven months and two 
issues) “Classic Car” Editor; Steve acknowledged the fantastic 
job that Ron Verschoor did for twelve years as Editor.

• In spite of the Covid situation, two events were held in late 2020.  
The Ohio Region conducted a two day mini CARavan, with 
50 cars in attendance. The Metro and Delaware Valley Regions 
hosted a one day fall foliage tour, with 25 cars participating.

• Steve discussed judging and the judging accreditation process. 
He asked for interested members to contact him to receive 
a questionnaire which prospective new judges will need to 
complete in order to be considered for accreditation.  

Skip Tetz, CARavan Chairman, discussed CARavans starting in 1953; 
Skip pointed out that CARavans are the ‘heart of our club’ and noted 
that lifelong friendships are often made. Two CARavans are planned 
for 2021: Indiana and Colorado/Utah. Details on the website. Skip 
asked Regions to consider stepping up and hosting a CARavan in the 
near future.

Chris Bock, Classification Committed Chairman (and CCCA Member 
since 1962!) summarized Committee activities. “Larger 8-cylinder 
Nashes” and the 1928 Hudson Victoria Coupe, coachwork by 
Murphy, have been granted full Classic status. Chris briefly described 
the process whereby any member can request that an automobile 
be considered for Classic status. There are “continued discussions” 
regarding the Model 120 Packards from 1935 – 1942 being accepted 
(the Committee is divided.) If you have thoughts in this regard, 
send a letter to the CCCA office asking that it be delivered to the 
Classification Committee.

Disclaimer: The technical information in 
this publication is provided “as is” without 
any representations or warranties, express or 
implied by PNR-CCCA. The information in 
technical articles is provided by the authors 
to the best of their knowledge as correct at the 
time of original publication but neither they nor 
PNR-CCCA will be responsible for errors. Continued on page 29

PNR CCCA &  
Regional Events

Black type events are sponsored by the PNR.  
Details can be obtained by contacting the Event 
Manager. If no event manager is listed, contact 

the sponsoring organization.

At this time, all 2021 PNR Events are 
on hold due to the Corona Virus. 

Stay tuned for additional information.

National CCCA Events listed below             
are subject to change.

2021 CCCA  
National Events

Aug. 28 . . . . . . . . . . . CCCA Museum  
Re-opening

Jan 6-9, 2022 . . . . . . .National Annual  
Meeting (Palm Beach, FL)

Grand Classics®

Nov. 21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Hilton Head

 CARavans
July 12-17  . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Route 66 

Indiana Region 

Sept. 19-27  . . . . .  Centennial Beehive  
Colorado Region
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Pacific Northwest Region
Classic Car Club of America

The Bumper Guardian is the official publication of the  
Pacific Northwest Region, Classic Car Club of America.  

The region was founded in 1963.

 Officers and Appointed Posts:
Frank Daly, Director 425-210-1804
TBD, Secretary
Terry McMichael, Treasurer 206-790-5012
Stan Dickison, Activities 206-949-1115
Keenon Greenfield, Membership 253-862-2630
Karen Hutchinson, BG Co-editor 360-678-5453
Raymond Loe, BG Co-editor 360-678-9366
Colin Gurnsey, BC Liaison 604-980-7429

 Board of Managers:
Steve Larimer 2021 206-954-7829
Brian Rohrback 2021 206-235-0371
Jim Tait 2021 206-948-4215
Al McEwan 2022 206-999-4485
Stan Dickison 2022 206-949-1115
Kenny Heng 2022 425-443-7546
Marty Elison 2023 425-941-9451
Warren Lubow 2023 425-246-5222
Kim Pierce 2023 425-330-2665

 Bumper Guardian Staff:
Advertising Marty Ellison 425-941-9451
Caption Editor Bill Deibel 206-522-7167
Copy Editor Bill Allard 253-565-2545
Cover Story Raymond Loe 360-678-9366
Staff Photographers Michael Bradley

Steve Larimer
206-225-6491
206-954-7829

 Board of Managers’ Meetings:
1st Wednesday on

ZOOM 
5:00 Social Gathering BYO everything.  

Minutes available upon request.
 Membership:

Regional membership is available only to 
Classic Car Club of America National members.

 Advertising Policy/Rates:
The Bumper Guardian will print classified  
advertising free of charge to members on a 
space available basis. Display advertising rates 
are available on a prepaid basis only.
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DISCOVERING  PIERCE-ARROWs
For many years much of my time and activities centered 
around old cars, specifically 1932, '33, and '34 Fords. The Ford 
design and style caught my eye, yet, they are not really meant 
for today's roads and traffic so while preserving 
the original appearance, I installed modern 
running gear and modern brakes to make 
them safe and reliable.  

As part of this effort, visiting my favorite 
machine shop became a normal Friday 
morning activity. On one of these Fridays 
in March of 2016, the machinist’s shop was filled 
by the presence of a huge touring car that was clearly much 
older and bigger than anything I have experienced. The car 
had not run in many, many years (60 or so) and my machinist 
and the owner were determined to change that.  That car 
really caught my eye. My normal half-hour visit stretched 
into half a day. When I left the shop, my head was full of 
fun facts about a 1918 model 48, seven-passenger touring 
car named Pierce-Arrow. I wanted to stay and help but my 
schedule would not allow for such fun.

One week later the car was still there and the owner declared 
that they expected to try to start the engine that day, or at 
least that weekend. It needed to be fully ‘tour ready’ for the 

annual Modoc tour scheduled in September. This would be a 
hub tour based in a small high desert town in Modoc County 
in northeastern California.  

After spending many hours in the machine shop admiring 
this car, I had the good fortune of being invited to 

join the owner on the upcoming tour. On 
the day we departed, the car was not 

what I considered ‘finished’. There was 
no upholstery only springs with old 
moving blankets, paint looked 50 years 

old and the car was difficult to start and 
keep running. “But that is what tours are for, to 

debug the old cars”, said our car-owner.  Conversation 
between the four of us in the tow-vehicle during the ride 
to the tour centered around continued car prep and a 
description of the main characters whom we might encounter 
on the tour. By the end of the tour my head was full of 
questions about these cars and I had gotten the “fever."

THE HUNT
Even before the tour was over I was looking for my "new 
car" but nothing was for sale. At least not cars that I wanted. 
I began asking around and I was introduced to the Pierce-
Arrow Society (PAS) website. On that site I noticed some 
people had large collections of the type of car I liked. The 

1919 Pierce-Arrow 7-PAssenger Touring cAr
Owned By TOm & ViVian PrOfiT

"''""I knew 
my next car would be a

1918 or 1919 Pierce-Arrow 
touring car"
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host of the Modoc tour has one of the largest collections of 
Pierce-Arrows in the country. While I was told “he never 
sells anything,” he kindly gave me names of people from 
across the country who "might have cars that might possibly 
be for sale." I met many other folks on the tour and made 
sure everyone knew I had an interest in purchasing a Pierce-
Arrow.  I was told many times during my hunt that I “did 
not have to settle for a Packard.”

When I returned home I began to call people who were listed 
in the PAS and might have something of interest. When they 
did not answer the phone I wrote them a letter introducing 
myself and asking about their collections and if they might 
have a touring car for sale -- or know of one.  On my vacations 
I would look up the PAS members in the local area and 
request a visit to see their collections. This proved to be a very 
enjoyable way to meet people and learn more about Pierce-
Arrows and other cars I might have been interested in the past.

After several months of searching I was able to arrange to 
purchase a 1919 Pierce-Arrow series 51 seven-passenger 
touring car, SN 51-1299. To all the long time members/
followers of Pierce-Arrow history this car has been the 
Darby-Hill car.

THE PEDIGREE
The first owner of record was Mrs. Darby, who owned a 
wholesale cut flower business. She lived on Hyde street in 
San Francisco, garaged the car in San Leandro, and used it in 
the regular course of her business. Two other used Pierces of 
similar size and vintage soon joined this one in her business 
“fleet”. All presently survive.  This car has well over 110,000 

miles and has been well-maintained. The paint job was 
applied about 1930 by a shop at Franklin & Bush streets. It 
has solid gears in the transmission and the standard 3.53 rear 
axle ratio.

The Darby family sold all three of their Pierce-Arrows to the 
Bill Harrah collection early in the 1960s.  SN 51-1299 was 
auctioned off in the late 1970s and became an active member 
of the Phil Hill collection.  John and Wanda Bakich added 
it to their collection in 2003.  In March of 2018 it became a 
collection of one in Tom and Vivian's shop.

A WORK IN PROGRESS

This car is truly a survivor with its original engine, running 
gear, upholstery and more. But importantly, this car is also a 
driver and upgrades to make it safe and comfortable include  

◆ brake light installation ◆ new tires all around ◆ a new top  
◆ new side curtains ◆ oil seals in transmission  
◆ water pump rebuild ◆ turn signals ◆ LED lights

During our custody and sponsorship the car has attended 
the Modoc tour twice, the Pierce-Arrow Society’s 2018 
Annual National Meet in Rohnert Park California, and 
several local tours, not to mention neighborhood outing and 
island hopping.

Collateral activities related to the Darby-Hill car ownership 
include acquiring a new larger car trailer, adding five feet 
to the length of my storage building, and a project I now 
refer to as “P2”. P2 is a 1919 series 31, five passenger touring 
project car.
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woodrow wilson's  
1919 Pierce-Arrow Model 51

When Woodrow Wilson returned from France after negotiating the 
Treaty of Versailles in 1919, a new Pierce-Arrow limousine awaited 
him at the dock in New York to take him back to Washington. The 
automobile had just been added to the White House fleet.  
This new limousine was built on a long 142-inch wheelbase chassis 
and powered by a Dual Valve Six motor that had been introduced 
in October 1918. The car was the 120th of the "Series 51" model. 
Pierce-Arrows were expensive. This car sold for approximately 
$5,400 new. 'Not surprisingly, production of these cars was low; a 
total of 2,136 cars were sold by Pierce-Arrow in 1919.
From July, 1919, until the inauguration of his successor in 1921, 
President Wilson rode frequently in the handsome limousine 
on official business. The automobile was distinguished by two 
special emblems. On each of its arched rear passenger doors, 
the Presidential Seal was displayed. On the front of the 

radiator panel was the AAA symbol, for in 
1917 Wilson was the first President of the 
United States to join the association.  

Sadly, it appeared Wilson would have to say farewell to his 
favorite car as he left office. However, some of Wilson’s old college 
buddies from his Princeton days banded together to save him 
from separation anxiety. They purchased the vehicle and gave it to 
Wilson as a gift.
Wilson and the car were inseparable until his death in 1924. A 
gift to the Woodrow Wilson Birthplace Foundation from Wilson's 
widow, Edith Bolling Galt Wilson, the limousine has been restored 
and its engine is in full working order. It is on display in the 
Woodrow Wilson Presidential Library Museum.
Source: www.woodrowwilson.org/piercearrow

MY FIRST MODOC TOUR
September 2016
By Tom Profit

Alturas is a small town on highway 
395 near California’s northern boarder 
surrounded by large cattle ranches.   
Arriving in Alturas was what time 
travel must be like. We were back in 
the 1960s, or maybe the 1950s.  There 
was a main street (Hwy. 395 North and 
South) with only a few side streets, a 
couple of service stations and three 
well-worn motels. There were trucks 
and trailers parked on all the side 
streets and vacant lots with very old 
touring cars everywhere you looked.
We arrived early on the first day, an 
organizing day, with a short tour 
ending with a dinner at the church 
late in the afternoon.  There were well 
over 150 people and approximately 
65 cars, all much older and larger 
than the 1930s Fords I was used to.  
Approximately one-third of them were 
Pierce-Arrows.   
The town seemed to have been taken 
over by the tour cars and participants.  
Everywhere we looked there were big 
old cars running around to prep for 
the tour of the day; along with lots 
of people chatting and renewing old 
acquaintances. For the next four days 
new tour directions were provided 
each day and we headed-off to cover 
the surrounding countryside. I was 
encouraged to hitch a ride with as 
many different cars and people as I 
could, affording me the opportunity to 
meet new friends and learn about their 
particular car. This type of touring was 
all new to me, with moderate speeds 
over minimally traveled roads visiting 
even smaller towns with bakeries and 
country stores and a big dinner at the 
end of the day.
On day three of the tour I was invited 
to try to drive a car that was much like 
the one we came with. I was concerned 
that that car was in so much better 
condition than the one we arrived 
with that when I was beginning to turn 
down the invitation; the owner said, 
“Come on, you can’t hurt this car it’s 
built like a locomotive.”  To my delight 
we all survived and I was hooked.  
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Self-Locking 
Rudge-Whitworth/Dunlop Wheels

By Greg Millard
Edited with permission by Brian Rohrback and Karen Hutchinson

 from On The Road 2020

Rudge-Whitworth History
Tech article research unearthed several hobbyist authors who have 
addressed, to varying degrees, this same question: 

What is the wheel-locking mechanism and how best 
should the "knocking-on or off" be accomplished ? 

In trying to understand the self-locking wheel nut, Robert Booty created 
Figures 1 and 2 showing the wheel nut/wheel/hub cross section and the 
Epicycle Fretting Precession. Initially it was called the Rudge-Whitworth 
design, while later adding Dunlop (R-W/D), as used on Derby Bentleys. 
Call it what you may, but by far the most 
erudite description (author sadly not 
identified) of the Rudge/Whitworth self-
tightening/self-locking design was published 
on page 195 of the 5th Revised Edition of The 
Autocar Handbook in 1918! The Autocar’s 
account inferred that this design was but an 
improved design rather than being totally 
revolutionary (no pun intended).

Keith Howard’s article in May 2001 Motorsport 
documents that the Rudge- Whitworth wheel 
business started in the 1890s. The original 
knock-off design was the result of two buddies 
riding around together and experiencing a 
flat tire. They had to cope with The Stepney 
System, or removable rim, where the tire was 
mounted to the rim, which was then bolted 
to the wheel; dealing with a flat involved 
unbolting the rim and then bolting on a fresh rim having an unpunctured 
tire. The experience provoked a “there must be a better way" discussion.

The company’s slogan is in idiomatic 
French that does not translate well. In 
spirit, and in idiomatic English, the 
sense is something like: “Get out of there 
you wimp and let a real man take over,” 
suggesting the R-W wheel could do the 
job more effectively than its rivals. For 

the poster, thanks to Tony Singer.

John Pugh (Whitworth Cycle Co. 
owner), after rescuing Rudge Cycle Co., 
combined the two companies, forming 
Rudge-Whitworth Ltd. John’s friend, 
Victor Riley, formed the competing 
Riley Cycle Co. Until the outbreak 
of World War I, the two companies 
were embroiled with Goodyear Wheel 
Company and latterly Dunlop in patent 
and manufacturing disputes. These 
ended with the outbreak of WWI when 
Riley gave up his wheel business, 
seeing an opportunity in the blossoming 
motor car business. Rudge-Whitworth 
pressed on through the 1960s along with 

Figure 1 by Robert Booty

Figure 2
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Goodyear and Dunlop who continued 
to wrestle amongst themselves for 
patent and manufacturing rights.

The Autocar: A Word from the Past

On the subject of the R-W/D hub 
design, the 1918 article forthrightly 
stated:

In the latest pattern of the Rudge-
Whitworth (R-W) wheel, the wheel 
is self-locking. It is only necessary to 
push the wheel onto the hub and screw 
up the lock ring (wheel nut) by hand; 
the weight of the car as it is moved 
along the road will then automatically 
tighten the lock-nut, but not over-
tighten it inasmuch as the tightening 
ceases as soon as the wheel has centered 
itself, and the nut is right home.

RIGHT HOME INDEED! Like I am 
going to slide the wheel onto the 
splines, hand tighten the nut. then 
lower the car to the ground and drive 
off! NO WAY! you say, IMPOSSIBLE! 

I say: Try it out. After studying the 
design and a couple trial runs, I went 
“The Full Monty,” jacking up B95BL, 
wheels off, a good cleaning and 
lubricating each working surface and a 
final check for smooth thread and spline 
action. Then, I simply hand-tightened 
all four-wheel nuts. Driving 8.2 miles 
at speed up to 70 MPH all four wheel 
nuts self-tightened by an amount of 
2.5–4 spoke gaps, as shown in Figures 
3 a & b (the two fronts tightened by an 
intermediate 3.5 spokes).

Despite the system working as 
advertised, fifteen years later Rolls-
Royce/Bentley Owners Handbooks 
still insisted on using the wrench and 
hammer—even suggesting the owner/
operator check or audit tightness. They 
don’t say “how” this is done, nor do I 
know, except: “Just hit it again Harry, 
and see how she feels!”

Please Note: hub tapers, splines, 
threads, and wheel nuts must operate 
smoothly over their full range while 
being clean, burr-free, rust-free, paint-
free and be lightly greased. If your 
wheel/hub/nut conditions are suspect, 
or if you just feel “more secure,” we 
suggest you wrench assist the wheel nut 
tightening process but with the wheel 
lifted off the ground (also recommended 
in our Bentley Instruction Books), as it 
allows the hub tapers to properly nest/
register, true-up, and center the wheels. 
Additionally, slowly rotating the wheel 
provides gravity-assisted equalization 
of gaps and a more complete attainment 
of equilibrium. Turning as you tighten 
more closely simulates an “on the road” 
tightening job. Be kind, and please only 
light mallet taps to overcome abnormal 
friction (sticky bits caused by dirt, wear 
or minor damage/burrs) to assure 
the wheel is “right home.” No sledge 
hammers or “gorilla mechanics” needed!

It is always good practice before 
lowering your car to the roadway to 
jiggle the wheel fore and aft, holding it 

between 12:00 and 6:00, then holding it 
between 9:00 and 3:00. Finally, spin the 
wheel to ensure nothing is loose, your 
brakes are not dragging and your wheel 
bearings are happy. 

Must be Magic: How Does it Work?

Wheels to perform must be fixed in 
place on their hub centerline for smooth 
and dead-true operation. Further, once 
positioned they may not be permitted 
to translate in or out, along the drive 
splines, that is, they must be firmly held 
or locked in place. To assure the wheel/
hub/nut remains collinear with the 
fixed hub, the R-W/D system basically 
mounts the wheel “on centers” 
(similar to items held for “turning” 
on an engine lathe: Refer to Figure 1). 
Outboard, the R-W/D design locates 
the wheel between the female taper of 
the wheel nut and the male taper of the 
wheel hub. On the inboard side of the 
wheel its female taper slips onto the 
male taper on the hub.

As the wheel nut is tightened onto 
the hub, the opposing tapers guide 
the wheel onto “center” and towards 
“home.” To avoid binding during wheel 
mounting, the R-W/D design provides 
a slight annular clearance between the 
wheel and the hub splines. This initially 
skewed gap becomes concentric as the 
tapers are simultaneously engaged. 
Until then, this gap is intentionally 
skewed, being acted upon by gravity to 
rest on the roots of the bottom splines 

Figures 3 (a & b) : 
Hand tightened, the 
arrows lined up with the 
lines on the wheel. After 
driving 8.2 miles, the 
arrows moved as shown, 
indicating the amount of 
self tightening -- right and 
left rear wheels shown.
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Republished with permission from 
On The Road Vol 23, No. 3: Autumn 2020
a publication of the Derby Bentley Society 

(thanks are due to author Greg Millard and 
editor, Jack Triplett)

Greg Millard is a member of the Derby Bentley Society
and has owned Full-Classic ® B95BL for over 25 years 

(1934 Bentley: Vert of Genoa boat-tail tourer) 

as shown in Fig 4a, and as the wheel nut turns (or is turned) 
the axial load applied to the hub causes the wheel to climb the 
tapers, becoming fully engaged—see Fig 4b. The wheel/hub 
splines form a very narrow uniform clearance gap to avoid 
seizing issues during removal and replacement.

There remains one more subtlety in the R-W/D design, and 
that is the tightening action, which not only tightens but 
retains tension assuring continued wheel to hub integrity. 
The tightening phenomena is referred to as “epicyclic fretting 
precession” and is caused by a combination of the epicyclic 
action of the rotating hub while being acted on by gravity and 
the differential speed of the nut and hub—see Fig 2, where the 
action is depicted with two short blue bars. The outer circle 
(wheel nut) is forced to travel microscopically further per 
revolution than the inner circle (hub). Hence, depending on the 
thread being either right or left-handed the thread will tighten 
or loosen as the car is driven forward!
It’s pretty amazing: left “on its own” in a finger tight 
condition when driving off, the force of gravity “walks 
the splines around,” while the axial load applied by the 
tightening wheel nut engages the tapers, and the epicyclic 
fretting acts to take up the slack. Self-orchestration of each 
component in concert with each other causes them to reach 
equilibrium of position and of an equally distributed load. 
Congrats Messrs. Whitworth & Rudge

In summary keep things clean and lightly lubricated. As 
with all things Derby Bentley the gentle touch is rewarded. 
If re-painting or rechroming is being considered, be sure the 
tapers of all four surfaces per wheel assembly are left alone 
(as machined). The most likely paint or rust prone area is the 
outboard taper interface.

Figure 4a (top) and 4b (bottom)

Comments from The Autocar, 1918
Experiment has shown so far as ordinary reversing 
is concerned the lock is unaffected but if the lock ring 
(wheel nut) be intentionally loosened and the car driven 
backwards it takes nearly a mile to loosen the lock nut 
one revolution (360 degrees). When the wheel nut is 
properly tightened running backwards has no affect. The 
fixed hubs have opposite-handed threads on one side of 
the car from the other. As a result, an easy means to 
remember the ‘required direction’ when removing a wheel 
nut is …’OFF’ or to loosen – turn the wheel nut in a 
direction to have the car move forward and it’ll come 
loose every time either side.

The moral of the story is...
Lay Off the Hammer!
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As some of you will recall, the Bumper Guardian 
has featured Pierce-Arrows twice in the past 
decade, however, as this Classic has become 

quite popular in the Club, we feel it is appropriate to 
do so again in this issue. Since the CCCA has seen fit to 
extend the “Classic Era period back 10 years to include 
cars produced starting in 1915 we now have 288 CCCA 
approved cars listed in the PNR’s current directory. PNR 
members now own seventeen Pierce-Arrows (one not 
listed in the directory), making this Classic fourth in 
Club ownership volume, only behind leader Packard (75), 
second place Cadillac (37) and third place Lincoln (22). 
Interestingly, of the historically 
famous “3 Ps” of US 
Automobile Royalty (Packard, 
Pierce-Arrow and Peerless) 
only Peerless is not represented 
amongst our currently-listed 
Classic Car owners.
For the sake of continuity, 
necessarily there will be 
some repetition of facts in 
the following story from our 
earlier BG publications. That 
having been said, we will now 
revisit the very interesting 
early history of this once-great 
builder of fine automobiles. 
This line of cars began humbly enough with its first 
model, the 1901 Pierce Motorette powered by a 2¾ hp 
De Dion engine. Already well established as a builder 
of bicycles and bird cages, this was George N. Pierce’s 
initial venture into automobile production. That first car 
proved to be successful enough for George to continue 
his new enterprise into 1902 offering a similar car with 
an engine increased to 3½ hp. In 1903 the line was re-
identified “Arrow” and expanded to include a 6½ hp 
single-cylinder along with a 15 hp two-cylinder model. 
The Arrow became the Great-Arrow in 1904 with four-
cylinder engines up to 28 hp and, by 1908 engines had 
grown in size to six cylinders and 60 hp.

In January 1909 George Pierce asked the Board of 
Directors to be relieved from active management and that 
Charles Clifton be elected President/CEO of the newly 
named Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Company. The car name 
Pierce-Arrow was also introduced at that meeting.
By 1910 demand was exceeding supply to a point where 
Clifton chose to solve that problem by reducing the 
number of models offered and discontinuing the four-
cylinder engine. This still left the buyer with fifteen cars 
from which to choose. In 1911 Pierce introduced a five-ton 
truck which quickly gained the reputation of being one of 
the finest being built. That year Pierce-Arrow built 2,200 

cars and trucks. 1911 was also 
the year that George N. Pierce 
died suddenly at age 64. 
In 1913 the first Pierce-
Arrow with trumpet-shaped 
headlights integrated into 
the tops of the front fenders 
appeared - a trademark 
that would identify and 
endure throughout the life 
of the marque. Thereafter 
the vast majority of Pierce-
Arrow cars would be so-
equipped. However, the less 
popular detached drum style 
headlights continued to be 

available for a few years, at extra cost, for those cars 
having to be registered in those few states (including 
Pierce-Arrow’s home state of New York) with antiquated 
regulations prohibiting fender mounted headlights.
By 1914 Pierce-Arrow cars were getting big and pricey.  
Their model 66 (reputedly the largest and most powerful 
car ever built in the US until that time) was powered by 
a 6-cylinder, 825 c.i. engine on a wheelbase of 147”. Also 
offered that year was the smaller Model 48 with a 524 c.i. 
engine along with an even smaller Model 38. A potential 
buyer in 1914 could choose from a total of thirty-five 
factory built body types mounted on one of three chassis 

Pierce-Arrow 
Motor Car Company 

Early History

A Pierce-Arrow grows 
old as gracefully as a
good oriental rug or
a Chippendale chair.

The Pierce-Arrow Motor
Car Company  Buffalo, NY

1916

By Raymond Loe
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with either of two wheelbase lengths within a price 
range of $4,300 to $7,300. In frequent cases, Pierce-
Arrows were sold with two bodies, one open and one 
closed, which could be alternated with the seasons. 
By 1915 Pierce-Arrow had sold somewhere between 
twelve and fifteen thousand cars and was now 
considered a top prestige car. 
Pierce-Arrow engineers increased the efficiency of 
their engine in July, 1918, by giving it sophisticated, 
four-valve cylinder heads. The Dual-Valve Six 
was even more muscular than its impressive 
predecessor, so much so that it made the mighty 
Model 66 redundant.  The enormous Model 66 
was discontinued.  Models 38 and 48 were carried 
forward (renamed the Series 31 and Series 51 
respectively) at prices ranging from $4,800 to $7,500 
exclusive of custom bodies. The final right-hand 
drive Pierce-Arrows were produced in 1920, being 
one of the last American-built cars to switch over to 
left-hand steering. 

Member Tom Profit’s 1919 Pierce-Arrow Series 51 
Seven-Passenger touring car  (BG cover) is the second 
oldest PA that we have in the PNR.  Johnny Crowell's 
1916 Pierce-Arrow Model 38-C-4 Five-Passenger 
Touring is the oldest Pierce-Arrow in our region. 

By now cost was beginning to interfere with 
profitability so in 1921 the new Model 32 was 
introduced replacing all previous models.  It 
was only offered on a single 132” wheelbase 
and powered by a 38 hp 6-cylinder dual valve 
engine offered in a price range of $5,250 to $8,000. 
Austerity now prevailed at Pierce-Arrow with the 
Model 32 being carried over to 1923 and 1924 as 
their Model 33 with very few minor changes.  
Despite the aforementioned maneuvers, Pierce-
Arrow management became convinced that a single 
expensive car line could not sustain the company. 
Thus on July 31, 1924 the company announced a new, 
moderately priced car line - the Series 80. ( It was 
at this time all advertising reference to any Pierce-
Arrow “Model” was now changed to “Series”). The 
more expensive Series 33  was continued through 
1925 and into 1926 without change.   
In late 1926 Pierce-Arrow introduced a new Series 36 
to supersede their now venerable Series 33. The new 
car was considerably improved but prices for 1927 
would be little changed. Likewise the Series 80 was 
continued into 1927 without price revision. Despite a 
1927 automotive industry business downturn of 19% 
the Pierce-Arrow sold quite well increasing sales by 

3% to 5,836 units. However, despite record sales, the company 
recorded a deficit of $783,000 for that year.
For 1928 Pierce-Arrow introduced the new Series 81 to super-
sede the Series 80. New body designs, improved performance 
and the first known use of aluminum for an engine head 
was featured. This was advertised as allowing increased 
compression without detonation thereby providing improved 
performance. The Series 36 was continued without change or 
price revision. Pierce-Arrow sold 5,736 cars in 1928 - 100 less 
than were sold in the previous year.
Management concerns were mounting that Pierce-Arrow’s 
small number of dealers, lofty price structure and now-ancient 
6-cylinder engines would limit their future sales potential.  
Therefore, in June 1928, the directors of Pierce-Arrow met with 
Studebaker Corporation officials to discuss a merger of their 
two companies and on August 7, 1928 Pierce-Arrow became a 
subsidiary of Studebaker. 
For those of you who want to read more about the rest of 
Pierce-Arrow’s interesting history see your August 2013 issue 
of the Bumper Guardian available on line.

THE advance of the Pierce-Arrow Car throughout its 
entire history has been as definite and as symmetrical 

as the opening of a flower. At each stage it has seemed 
complete; yet each improvement carries it further and 
always along the same symmetrical, well-balanced lines.

THE PIERCE-ARROW MOTOR CAR COMPANY
BUFFALO, N. Y.

1919
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The oldest Pierce-Arrow in the PNR
Johnny Crowell's  

1916 Tourer
  I purchased my 1916 

Pierce-Arrow Model 38-
C-4 5-Passenger Touring about six or 

seven years ago. It came from an estate. 
I serviced it, then promptly put it away 
in a warehouse. I recently moved about 
25 of my cars to a new warehouse and I 
took a photo of the car dusty and dirty 
as it was moved.  
I have about 80 years of ownership 
history on this car. It has always been 
pampered and well-maintained. 
The car has about 20k original miles, has 
been painted once, and has its original 
interior including factory summer cotton 
seat covers. The original freestanding 
front seats (early “buckets”) with an 
aisle in-between were an unusual 
option. Even the side-lights, mirrors, and 
dashboard trim are original. 
The car is identified in Pierce-Arrow 
Society rosters and records as being 
serial number 37465; the engine 

crankcase is stamped 8060, and the 
frame cross-member below the driver’s 
floorboard is numbered 2803.
Pierce-Arrow was renowned for its high 
quality and this car is no exception -- 
with its solid build and exquisite details 
featuring numerous brass accessories 
on a cast-aluminum body. 
Built on a 132" chassis, the powerplant 
is a 72 bhp, 414.7 cu. in. T-head inline 
six-cylinder engine with single updraft 
carburetor with a four-speed manual 
transmission. The solid front axle has 
semi-elliptical leaf-spring suspension 
and the live rear axle has three-quarter-
elliptical leaf-spring suspension, and 
rear-wheel mechanical drum brakes. 
Westinghouse air shocks, a popular 
period accessory, are fitted both front 
and rear, and side-mounted spares 
are hung off the body to the right of 
the driver, under soft covers. A trunk 
is fitted to the rack at the rear. The 

instruments in the dashboard are clear 
and attractive. 
I have two Pierces, both without the 
traditional Pierce-Arrow headlights. The 
1912 was built before fender-encased 
lights were introduced. The 1916 was 
ordered with what are called "New 
York" headlights. Pierce-Arrow offered 
the option. The story (unsubstantiated) 
is that New York laws required a certain 
spacing between the two headlights 
that could not be met by the fender 
mounted Pierce-Arrow lights, causing 
owners to order lights as are on the 
1916. The more likely truth is that some 
buyers simply did not like the fender-
encased lights.
I have a post card photo of it on the 
1956 Glidden tour. There is a nice 
photo of it one of the good Pierce-
Arrow books. I look forward to getting 
my car back on the road!

Photo by 
Johnny Crowell



The oldest Pierce-Arrow in the PNR
Johnny Crowell's  

1916 Tourer

1916 Pierce-Arrow Model 38-C

Every President from William Howard Taft 
through Franklin Delano Roosevelt rode in the 
Buffalo-based Pierce-Arrow automobiles. In 
1913 Dawley patented the trademark design 
where the headlights faired into the tops of 
the front fenders. This unique feature was 
instantly distinctive, gave better illumination, 
and would be used on nearly every Pierce-
Arrow that followed. Pierce-Arrow also offered 
conventional headlights as they catered to the 
wishes of their conservative clientele.

In 1916, Pierce-Arrow introduced the Fourth 
series which brought subtle improvements 
over their predecessors. Many consider the 
Fourth series as the ultimate refinement of 
the Pierce-Arrow product, as many of the 
managers and designers who had been with 
the company since its days as the George N. 
Pierce Company began to leave. This was due 
to the dramatic changes taking place at Pierce-
Arrow. The company was floated on the stock 
market that year, bringing in $10.7 million in 
proceeds. However, New York financiers led by 
John Jay Jr., a partner in Seligman & Company, 
took control of Pierce-Arrow; which prompted 
many of the loyal employees to jump ship. The 
company would remain until 1938, including 
enduring a merger with the Studebaker 
Corporation in 1928.

The Model 38 was the company's most 
affordable offering in 1916. Power was from an 
inline six-cylinder engine with a 4-inch bore 
and 5.5-inch stroke, with a displacement size of 
415 cubic inches. The Model 38 rested on a 134-
inch wheelbase chassis which was 7.5-inches 
longer than a Packard Twin Six. A Ford Model T 
measured 100.5-inches.

The price of the Model 38 began at $4,300 and 
was cataloged in fourteen different body styles. 
Pierce-Arrows were almost always delivered 
with Pierce-Arrow coachwork, with the bodies 
being built using proprietary technology from 
the Aluminum Company of America. The 
bodies were cast in very thin 1/8' thick flanged 
aluminum panels which were lightweight, stiff, 
and dent resistant.

Pierce-Arrow used state of the art technology 
and manufacturing processes, along with 
extensive testing, refinement, and adopting 
new materials and techniques. This was done to 
ensure the best automobiles possible, regardless 
of cost. This led to commercial success, great 
loyalty from its dealers and clients and the 
admiration of its competitors.

from Conceptcarz.com
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I
n the movie “Camelot”, King 
Arthur and Queen Guinevere 
pass the time in the song “What 

Do The Simple Folk Do?” wondering 
how ordinary folk deal with being sad. 
Arthur says it’s rumored they sing, 
dance and sometimes even whistle. The 
lyrics, by Frederick Loewe, made me 
wonder about the reverse…
what did the socially elite 
owners of Classic Cars do 
to “chase away their weary 
lot” on weekends and 
holidays?

I checked 
out the Society pages in the 

November 1, 1925 issue of Bill Deibel’s 
“Spur” magazine. I found that rich folk 
danced too. A listing for the Tuesday 
Evening Dinner Dances at The Plaza in 
New York City included patron Mrs. 
Robert Odgen Bacon, whose husband 
was cousin to the Ambassador to 
France. Attendees to the Annual 
Victory Ball held at the Waldorf-
Astoria included Sir Esmé Howard 
(1st Baron of Penrith). He appears here 
with his wife Lady Howard at a 1930 
White House reception. The car was 

intriguing and several people thought 
it might be a Lincoln. I reached out 
to PNR member Allan Rustad, who 
has a 1929 Lincoln Sedan Limosine. 
He assures me it is “a similar Lincoln 
model ‘L’ but earlier than mine, 1928 or 
a year or two earlier…body looks like a 
Willoughby Brougham.” (see sidebar)

The privileged people traveled. “The 
Spur” is full of society notes: “Mr. 
Herbert Howland….cruising in the 
Mediterranean on his yacht, the Tampa, 
arrived at Malta for a month’s stay.”  A 
guest on board was Miss Hughes 
Hallett, an 82-year-old hostess. “Her 
dinners and receptions remind one of those 
for which her cousin was celebrated.” 

Yachts abounded amongst members of 
society. One yacht, the “Analia” built 
in 1925, is for sale today for 490,000 
euros. According to Florida Yachts 
International, the “Analia” has been 
fully restored and ready to compete in 
yacht regattas. Our friend Baird was 
a junior officer on JFK’s yacht and did 
some sleuthing for me. He says 1925 
yachts would be self-owned. Charters 
would only be to wealthy associates. 

Crews would range from 10 to 20, 
including coal-stokers. The number 
of cooks and stewardesses varied by 
season or number of guests. Average 
cost for a 1925 yacht like the “S.S. 
Delphine”, was $350,000 U.S.  

Then there were cruises. “The Spur” 
advertises a 24,000 ton, 655-foot cruise 
liner called the “Conte Biancamano…
the last word in safety, comfort and 
Italian decorative art.” Passengers 
sailed from New York City to Gibraltar, 
Naples and Genoa. Brand new in 1925, 
it went on to serve as a troop ship in 
WWII.

Of course, when travelling, one had to 
book into socially appropriate hotels…
ads mention places like “The Plaza” 
in Rome, “The Grand Hotel” in Venice 
and “Hotel Brighton” in Paris. “Le 
Ritz” in Madrid would have been on a 
society traveller’s itinerary and today 
you can stay there for a mere $763 
U.S. a night for a standard room. It’s a 
104-year old “Grande Dame”, five-star, 
“belle époque” hotel facing the Prado, 
opened by King Alfonso XII in 1910 
to “provide accommodation for the 
nobility and celebrities of the day”. 

The year was full of sporting events, 
with Classic cars taking socially elite 
to skeet shooting, polo, tennis matches, 
boat racing, varsity football, golf in 
the Hamptons or to Ascot in England, 
where top hats for the gentlemen 
and brimmed hats and pearls were 
“de rigueur” for the ladies. (Multiple 
wardrobes were needed for a weekend 
of sailing.)

I’ve been told pheasant shoots were 
popular and New England also 
had versions of “riding to hounds”. 
Equestrian events are everywhere in 

“What Did The 
  Simple Folk Do?”

By:  Laurel Gurnsey

Conte
Biancamano

Sir Esmé and Lady Howard

courtesy Wikipedia Images
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the pages of this issue and include 
the Philadelphia Riders’ and Drivers’ 
Association gathering with hunt 
class, pony class, harness events and 
more. Children were fitted out with 
proper riding habits from the time 
they were toddlers and every proper 
estate had stables and grooms. 
Listed for sale on one page is an 
estate with eight master bedrooms, 
gardener’s cottage, garage, 

stable and cow 
barn. $175,000. I love the estate in 

Westchester, NY, that has servant’s 
quarters with bath, a five-car garage 
and chauffeur’s quarters. Shockingly, 
many homes like this were merely 
the summer homes of elite who also 
had winter residences in big cities 
like New York.

Social events included the weddings 
of the rich and famous. The 
“Fashions” section reads “one of 
the most attractive girls among the 
guests was Miss Rosamond Pinchot, 
who looks well in the simplest 
gowns she puts on”. Simple was the 
operative word in fashions, as less 
was often more and elegant lines 
were important.

Flower shows filled a whole page of 
social events, as did charity affairs 
for the “noblesse obliged” (“inferred 
responsibility of privileged people 
to act with generosity and nobility 
toward those less privileged.” Oxford 
Languages)

There were afternoon teas at fancy 
hotels with the best of champagne or 

Clicquot Club Pale Dry Ginger Ale, 
pâté-de-fois-gras sandwiches, silver 
cutlery, fine china, linen napkins and 
liveried waiters. The beautiful ad of 
“ladies at tea” is by Clicquot.

I was fascinated by the holding of 
“artistic mornings” given at the 
Plaza in NYC. Opera singers and 
Broadway stars shared the fine arts 
in small, cozy gatherings during the 

winter months. And shopping…
don’t forget shopping…a year-
round activity for the properly 
clad elite. You could be seen in 
your new finery at the theatre or 
at art galleries. Fashion shows 
were the key to knowing what 
might need to be added to your 
wardrobe for being a hostess at 
dinners or teas or “at homes”.

And automobile shows of 

course. Here lies the tie-in with our 
Classics. Auto shows were listed in 
“Forthcoming Events” in the 1925 
and 1929 issues of “The Spur”…
from the Paris Salon to the Salon at 
the Hotel Drake in Chicago to the 
Hotel Commodore in NYC and Hotel 
Biltmore in L.A. and more. 

So, the socially elite could dance, 
just like the simple folk. Sing like the 
simple folk. But could they whistle?

Using the 1925 & 1929 "Spur" magazines 
for inspiration -- here are PNR members 
with cars that might have been shown in 

the referenced salons:

1925:
Roy and Terry Magnuson

Bentley 4, Tourer, 3L, Vanden Plas

1929:
Craig and Whitney Devine 
Franklin 6, Dietrich Speedster

Roy Dunbar and Suzanne Dobrin 
Pierce-Arrow 8, Club Brougham

Bill and Mary Jabs 
Packard 8, Speedster 

Packard 8, 7-passengerSedan 
Packard 8 Phaeton

Marc and Christie Lassen 
Cadillac 8, Victoria Coupe

Phil and Cheryl McCurdy 
Cord 8, Sedan

J. Brent and Connie McKinley 
Packard 8, Touring, 7-passenger

John Mitchell and Georgia Cacy 
Amilcar 4, Roadster

Bill Ramsden 
Packard 8, Roadster

Diane and Paul Shager 
Pierce-Arrow 8, 7-passenger Sedan

Allan and Nancy Rustad's  
1929 Lincoln 8, Limosine

Tea at the Ritz - Spur Magazine

Jumping Class 

-Spur Magazine-

Worth Watching:
• “Camelot”/45th Anniversary on 

YouTube to hear Richard Harris and 
Vanessa Redgrave sing  
“What Do The Simple Folk Do?” 

• “The Philadelphia Story” movie

Worth Reading:
• “The Era of Wonderful Nonsense”
• “The Great Gatsby”
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Pierce-Arrow 
in the 1920s

In 1920, following the departure of long-serving chief 
engineer David Fergusson, Colonel George Mixter, 
President of the Pierce-Arrow Motor Car Company, 

decided to trim the line to a more manageable number 
of models than the sixty or so combinations of body 
and chassis available during the teens. 
The new Pierce-Arrow appeared in late 1920 as the 
Series 32. Mechanical refinements were made in late 
1921 and the car became the Series 33. With production 
continuing through early 1926, the Series 33 was 
Pierce-Arrow's flagship model for most of the Roaring-
Twenties. About 6,000 of the Series 33 cars were 
produced in the five year period. Prices for the Series 33 
were expensive...ranging from $6500 to $8500, although 
price reductions brought the price down somewhat 
to $5,250 to $8,000. Minor changes in the sheet 
metal, balloon tires, and a few mechanical changes 
transformed the Series 33 into the Series 36, which was 
produced in 1927 and 1928.
The Series 33 was the preferred choice of Presidents, 
royalty, business tycoons and Hollywood stars and 
a worthy successor to cars like Tom & Vivian Profit's 
Series 51. Some of the features of earlier years were 
maintained, but somewhat modified

• Only one chassis (138 inch ) and one engine was 
made to be paired with more than a dozen factory 
body styles. 

• The Dual-valve T-Head six-cylinder engine 
displacing 414 cubic-inches was redesigned 
with mono-block construction.  Rated for 100 
horsepower, the mighty Six could push sportier 
models to more than 75 miles per hour. While the 
top speed for a big sedan was somewhat lower, 
the prodigious torque propelled it with ease.

• This engine had four valves and two spark plugs 
per cylinder. The two camshafts were located in 

the aluminum crankcase and were gear-driven 
off the crankshaft. The Delco dual-ignition system 
used two coils mounted on the firewall and a 
single dual-distributor unit with two distributor 
caps to fire the spark plugs. The three-speed 
transmission used a mutiple-disc dry-plate clutch. 
The driver could flip a switch on the dash to set 
it to run on either left or right sets of plugs, or 
both simultaneously for maximum output, or in 
instances of low-quality fuel.

• The bodies were designed by Leon Rubay and 
James Way and crafted in Pierce-Arrow's in-house 
body shop. The cast aluminum body panels were 
replaced by panels made of 14-gauge aluminum 
formed over northern white ash frames along 
with steel fenders and hoods. Window moldings, 
firewalls, and other parts were still cast. The 
steering wheel was finally moved to the left side. 

• The cabin was beautifully appointed and 
trimmed. Features included a wood-rimmed 
steering wheel, and wood window surrounds, 
individual ashtrays, disappearing opera seats, 
woven grab handles, bud vase holders, and roller 
shades on all the rear windows for privacy. Door 
handles, window winders, and hardware were 
plated and polished to a high standard. The 
central instrument panel contained a lovely array 
of Waltham gauges. 

The traditional Pierce-Arrow ideals of quality 
continued. Each engine was run in, disassembled and 
inspected, and reassembled for more testing. Before 
being released, each car was driven by an inspector. 
The quality of the bodywork underwent similar 
quality control measures.
Source: www.pierce-arrow.org

By Karen Hutchinson
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When the Dual Valve Six Pierce-
Arrow strikes its natural touring 
gait, there is the smoothness of 
an aeroplane flight. There is a 
sense of security, of silence, of 

swiftness and for rest. In traffic or 
in the open, up hill or on the level, 
available though they be, the gears 
are but seldom needed, such is the 
magic of ample power.

The PIERCE-ARROW adds a new 
pleasure to touring, to the country, to 
beautiful scenery, by the splendid way it 

copes with country road conditions. It is equally 
at home on country road or city street.

The ample power of the Dual Valve 

Six provides the elasticity, the adaptability 
necessary to make ordinary drawbacks of long-
distance riding utterly negligible. 

The inherent safety built into the car 
ministers to that serene state of mind in which 
scenery can be best enjoyed.  

The performance of the Pierce-Arrow 
today will amaze any driver who has not been 
at its wheel so recently as to know the newest 
developments in the Pierce-Arrow’s steady 

progress toweard an ideal of perfection.
There is more power than one dares 

use for speed. Silently responsive gears give 
instant response and perfection of control. 

No words do justice to the fine feeling that the new  
 Pierce-Arrow gives – the fine feeling of power

ample and unfailing, so perfectly applied that the car increases 
its service and comfort with nothing to detract from them.  

T H E  P I E R C E - A R R OW  M O T O R  C A R  C O M PA N Y  •  B U F FA L O ,  N E W  YO R K

T H E  P I E R C E - A R R OW  M O T O R  C A R  C O M PA N Y  •  B U F FA L O ,  N E W  YO R K

T H E  P I E R C E - A R R OW  M O T O R  C A R  C O M PA N Y  •  B U F FA L O ,  N E W  YO R K
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In the mid-1970s my friend John Small needed help 
pulling three cars from a barn in Renton, one was a 
1934 Airflow and two were 1929 Pierce-Arrows.  I 

was so extremely impressed with the two large Pierces 
that I started reading about and looking at these grand 
automobiles in the Horseless Carriage Club. In 1979, I 
purchased a 1930 Pierce-Arrow that needed a complete 
restoration, I made it run and drove it to my first CCCA 
event in Woodinville, called a Friendship Meet, where I 
met Tom Armstrong and Tom Crook. They encouraged 
me to restore the big 8- cylinder, 144” wheelbase, seven-
passenger sedan. To help accomplish this goal, I joined 
the Pierce-Arrow Society (PAS) and started a search for 
all the missing parts. I attended my first PAS meeting in 
San Diego in 1983.

After the meet in 1983, I mentioned to long time PAS 
and CCCA member Paul Johnson, who owned a '24 
Series 33 Tourer, that I would like to find a Series 33. 
At the 1985 Portland swap meet, I again ran into Paul 
Johnson who told me about a listing for a low-mileage 
1923, seven-passenger Sedan in Eastern Oregon. The 
Pierce-Arrow was being sold by Sophie Butler, widow 
of the owner Fred Butler. Mr. Butler had traded his 1930 
L29 Cord Cabriolet to a gentleman named Mr. Blackaby 

in exchange for the Pierce-Arrow. Mr. Blackaby had 
purchased the car from the second owner, Willian 
Harrah sometime in the late 1970s. The car was bought 
new by the Diekmann sisters in Oakland, CA. The 
two sisters seldom used the car and when they bought 
a new ’36 La Salle, the Pierce-Arrow was left in the 
garage of their four-story home. Upon their deaths in 
the late '50s, both cars were offered to Mr. Harrah for 
his collection in Reno Nevada. The Pierce-Arrow, which 
had the original 21,000 miles, then became part of the 
Harrah’s Club collection on September 29, 1958 but was 
never restored or used.  

My father and I went to Ontario, Oregon to have a look 
at the car. As we were driving up, the Pierce-Arrow 
was coming-out of the garage, running, and waiting 
for inspection. The owner, Sophie Butler, and her friend 
Alvin, said we could take the huge automobile for a test 
drive. With me driving, and my father sitting beside me 
in the front seat, Sophie and Alvin sat way in the back 
of the car. The test drive went quite well, and with just 
a little bit of gear grinding at first, the shifting became 
much smoother as I quickly got used to the automatic 
clutch brake engagement. Looking in the back, both 
passengers were smiling, quite amazed that the Pierce 

Paul and Matthew Murray

Paul Murray's 

1923 Pierce-Arrow 

Series 33
7-passenger Sedan
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had a three-speed transmission. Apparently, Fred Butler and 
Alvin always started in third gear because neither could learn 
how to shift it. The Pierce-Arrow Series 33 has an exceptionally 
smooth multi-disc clutch, along with prodigious torque. You 
can idle down to three miles per hour in third gear, then giving 
it full throttle, you can smoothly speed up to my preferred 
speed of 55 miles per hour; Pierce advertised 85 mph in their 
Roadster model. 

After the interview process with Mrs. Butler, she said she 
would like for me to have the Pierce. Lucky me because I have 
always liked the enclosed models and you just do not find 
automobiles with low mileage, original interior and top, no 
rust ever, with very solid wood framed doors that closed like 
bank vaults. 

The Pierce was $7,000 new when a Ford was $280. I have 
driven the Pierce-Arrow over 11,000 miles in the last 36 years, 
attended 9 Pierce-Arrow meets with the car, and driven on a 
few long-distance tours over 500 miles each. In 1996, I rebuilt 
the cylinder block and head with hard seats and stainless-steel 

my PassiOn fOr Old Cars
By Paul Murray

My interest in old cars began in 1963 when my 
father brought home a rusty 1926 Model T Ford. 
Working on and driving the family "T" led my 
two brothers and me to building a ’22 Model T 
Depot Hack. At the age of 14, I saw an ad in the 
Little Nickel for a 1913 Model T Touring body and 
parts. I rode my bike to look at it and purchased it 
with money earned from my paper route. 

My parents said it was okay because they 
knew -- when I was two years old, I took 
an antique clock apart in the driveway 
and later, fixed bikes and lawn mowers in 
the neighborhood. 

I collected parts for the ’13 T for the next few 
years and built the wood frame for the body in 
woodshop during high school. My teacher Mr. 
Stenberg, who became a lifelong friend, was so 
impressed that he started building cars, even 
buying a ’26 T Coupe from my good buddy Jim 
Tait. Along the way, through the Model T and 
Horseless Carriage clubs, I met my mentor John 
Small; he had a beautiful 1911 Model T Torpedo 
Roadster. I finished the Model T when I was 18 
years old, then showed and drove the T on the 
Canadian tour in May 1972. Surprisingly, the car 
won a first-place award in the Brass Ford class.
Over forty years ago, we started Murray Motor 
Car in Monroe, WA. My thanks to all the PNR-
CCCA customers, and friends, for the experience 
and continued support. I would especially like 
to thank Jerry Greenfield for the many projects 
he let us finish, the Fountainhead Museum in 
Fairbanks Alaska for the many jobs restoring and 
repairing vehicles from their collection, as well 
as the late Gerald Shimke, who let us restore his 
1932 Pierce-Arrow V-12, Custom Club Berline into 
a Best of Show at the Pierce Arrow Society meet at 
Monterey in 1991, and a class winner at Pebble 
Beach Concourse the same year. What a privilege, 
thank you very much. 
After closing Murray Motor Car towards the end 
of 2019 (the landlord wanted the building), my 
family decided to start fresh in Rathdrum Idaho, 
just north of Post Falls. I now have a 3,400 sq. ft. 
building on my property to continue working on 
fine old automobiles, providing mechanical and 
service work. The adventure continues.

Continued on page 20
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valves, custom dome pistons were added at the same 
time, increasing the compression ratio and power output. 
The engine is a 414 CID, six-cylinder, 24-valve, twin-cam 
with roller tappets. Features include positive crankcase 
ventilation, full oil pressure to the mains, rods, wrist pins, 
and cams, with a separate sump for the timing gears. 
Also included is the heated or cooled adjustable intake 
manifold temperature control, 3” exhaust, and automatic 
voltage regulator; one automatic and one manual pump 
pressurizing the fuel tank. Oil pressure is controlled by 
vacuum, low vacuum is high oil pressure, high vacuum 
is low oil pressure. Fuel injection starting primer always 
starts the engine third piston up, cold or hot. Ignition is 
controlled by two distributors and two spark plugs per 
cylinder, for better performance and reliability. There is 

Paul Murray's Model 33 P-A Cont. from page 19

also an onboard air compressor on the transmission 
that will fill any tire on the car, including the two 
spares. These are just a some of the features of the 
Series 32-33-36 cars from 1921-1928.

My Pierce-Arrow drives quite well with easy 
starting and stopping. The two-wheel brakes work 
great on dry pavement, not so great when wet. 1924 
was the first year for four-wheel brakes on luxury 
class automobiles, including the Pierce-Arrow. I 
will probably not restore the Pierce completely; it is 
still in original condition with 33,000 miles. The bad 
news is that the Pierce was broadsided in Oregon 
when Mr. Butler owned it, suffering damage to the 
right-side running board and rear fender. The 1974 
Pontiac that hit him was towed away, totaled, but 
the Pierce was driven to the local Chevrolet dealer 
for repair, where they also painted it the two-toned 
blue that is currently on the vehicle.

I feel truly fortunate to be the caretaker of this fine 
automobile for almost as many years as the original 
owners, the Dieckmann sisters. 
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Don't Forget 

to grease 

your brakes!

But, I say "not so fast!" Recently I 
learned that a certain amount of 
‘greasing’ of brakes is necessary for 
some cars. Here’s how that education 
came about.

My 1935 Chrysler Airflow Imperial 
Coupe required some major mainte-
nance involving the removing of 
the engine and rear axle, and while 
those components were attended to 
I moved on to other projects. It was 
over a year before I reassembled the 
Airflow and fortunately the repairs 
proved successful.

However, starting with the first test 
drive after the long layover, whenever 
I applied the brakes (soft or hard) 
there was a noticeable ‘clunk’ in the 
vicinity of below the brake pedal. 
If I applied the brake very softly, 
it seemed that the brakes grabbed 
ever so slightly. Pulling the wheels 
revealed no fluid leakage. I could 
make the clunking sound even when 
simply depressing the brake when the 
car was stopped in my shop. Trial and 
error led me to discover that this did 
not occur when the engine was not 
running, so I began to think of the 
vacuum brake booster.  

Ever since I rebuilt this booster 
some dozen years ago, I have been 
fascinated by its operation. It is 

known as a Bragg-Kliesrath vacuum 
booster, named after its two inventors, 
Caleb Bragg and Victor Kliesrath.  

Bragg was the son of a wealthy 
Cincinnati publisher, a very 
accomplished dare-devil flyer and 
a race car driver. He participated in 
the 1911 inaugural and two later Indy 
500s. Unfortunately, the Fiat which 
he entered in the inaugural race was 
destroyed when another car plowed 
into it in the pits. He was the fastest 
qualifier in the 1913 500 but his 
Mercer suffered the dreaded ‘failure 
to proceed’ during the race, as it did 
in 1914. He was very successful in 
other slightly less prestigious events.

Victor Kliesrath was an engineer for  
the Bendix Corporation. The brake  
booster was developed for aeronautical 
use, and the patent was filed in the 
name of these two gentlemen in 1924, 
so I’m guessing that Victor worked 
off hours with Caleb. The 1928 Pierce-
Arrow was the first to use the Bragg-
Kliesrath unit, but soon it was fitted 
to many (usually upmarket) cars 
including the Stutz, Mercedes and 
Duesenberg Model J. It was also used 
on Packards and heavier Chryslers, 
and most likely many other cars until 
hydraulically operated boosters were 
used after WWII.

It was, of course, critical that the 
brakes function (if un-boosted) if the 
booster failed, which is what makes 
this device seem quite clever to me. As 
you can see from the accompanying 
drawing, when the brake pedal is 
depressed it acts upon the master 
cylinder pushrod, depressing the 
piston and forcing fluid to the wheel 
cylinders – in the usual manner. 
However, the pedal shaft continues 
below the master cylinder and pushes 
on the shaft protruding from the 
vacuum booster.  

When the pedal is depressed, the very 
bottom of the pedal shaft pushes on 
a small valve which opens, allowing 
atmospheric air to enter the front of 
the booster. With engine vacuum 
behind the piston in the booster, the 
booster shaft is sucked rearward 
and thus pulls on the pedal shaft 
‘boosting’ the driver’s braking effort. 
When the pedal shaft reaches the 
position that satisfies the driver (who 
stops pushing), the valve closes and 
the booster stops pulling. Critical to 
my little story here is that the ‘piston’ 
in the booster is sealed to its cylinder 
(canister) by a round leather seal. 

With the car on a lift and aided by 
my friend and mechanic Rob Hughes, 
I noticed that when the pedal was 
depressed (engine running) the 
booster shaft would sort of ‘judder’ 
back, not at all smoothly as it should.  
This is what caused the clunking and, 
upon light braking, the grabbing.  I 
first thought that an adjustment to 
the setup was needed (it is a fairly 
complex process the first time), but 

Yes, it’s one of the oldest jokes in the book. Two schoolboys are 
sitting at a bus stop when a car comes squealing to a halt in front of 
the, ‘Hollywood movie style’. One of the boys, a self-appointed junior 

Mr. Goodwrench comments “Gee, that guy oughta gease those 
brakes!”. His sidekick replies, “Yeah, I guess so” and the older boy 

snickers      “Doofus, ya can’t grease brakes!”  Yuk Yuk Yuk.

By Frank Daly

Continued on page 22
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since I hadn’t done anything to this 
linkage I was perplexed.  

Resorting to the very detailed Chrysler 
shop manual, I was about to embark 
on the complex (over half a page) 
instructions regarding the setup of the 
system.  I happened to glance down 
to the bottom of the page and noticed 
that the next paragraph was titled 
“Lubrication”. Hmmmm.

The instructions indicated that every 
6,000 miles one should put about an 

ounce of ice machine oil in the fittings 
on the front and rear of the vacuum 
booster canister. The Airflow has over 
17,000 miles on it since restoration, 
and I have not followed that advice 
since restoring the booster!

I concluded that if the leather seal 
was dry, friction between it and the 
canister MIGHT lead to the jumping 
or juddering of the unit. Being fresh 
out of ice machine oil, I followed the 
instructions using hydraulic jack oil, 

as I had done when rebuilding the 
unit so many years ago.

Immediate testing indicated no 
improvement. But I thought that if the 
seal was dry, the oil which I had just 
added would only lubricate the very 
bottom of the approximately four-
inches in diameter leather seal. I was 
hopeful that capillary action would 
draw the oil up around the seal over 
time. The next day yielded no better 
results. Nor did the next. However, 
on the third day following addition of 
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the oil, the unit worked 
smoothly and it has 
ever since!

And that, my friends, is 
why if you have a B-K 
vacuum booster unit, 
indeed you might have 
to ‘Grease Your Brake…
Booster”!

A couple of post scripts. 
The Bragg Kliesrath 
unit (the company is 
still alive as BK brakes!) 
on my ’37 Packard V12 is half again 
larger in diameter than the unit 
on the Chrysler coupe. In the 1935 
Packard Club Sedan, it is in between 
these two. And on my 6,000+ lb 1935 
Chrysler Imperial CW Limousine, it 
is larger than all of these. Apparently 
BK made a number of units for 
various applications. The CW 
limousine also has a ‘reserve canister’ 
which, the owner’s manual tells me, 

will give 2 – 3 additional brakings 
after vacuum has been lost. Good to 
know, but hope never to take them up 
on the offer.

Second post script. It’s interesting 
what you come up with when you 
do internet searches. From a book 
review in the January 26, 1986 issue 
of the Los Angeles Times, I learned 
the following: 

"A woman with no 
background, uneducated, 
foul-mouthed, and a bargain-
basement shopper, Ethel 
Merman still became a 
national treasure. What she 
had was a personality with 
more brass than an Army 
band and a voice to match.

Graduating from a business 
course at William Cullen 
Bryant High School in 
Long Island City, Ethel 
Zimmerman moved quickly 

into the work force, taking a job with a 
company that manufactured anti-freeze 
for automobiles. Not finding that to her 
liking, she moved on to a stenographic 
position as personal secretary to Caleb 
Bragg at the Bragg-Kliesrath Co."

And that, as the man used to say, is 
the rest of the story!



Pacific Northwest Region - CCCA

24     Bumper Guardian

Making a Wire-edged CirCular Opening in Sheet Steel
By Colin Gurnsey

Two years ago I ordered a new chassis for my 1953 Flat Rad Morgan +4 (nc). A friend asked if I was going to 
restore the rest of the car and I told him no, I would just fix the inadequacies of the car as I found them. I’ve 
played with old cars long enough to know better but I wanted something to do with my time. I’ve written a bit 
about painting the car in my garage but this time I thought I would explain the steps I took to properly complete 
the back end of the car. 

I decided to make the back in two 
sections then weld them together. I 
used half inch thick Baltic plywood 
as formers with the metal clamped 
between.  

The next step was to create a 
wired-edge that would provide 
a rounded context to the wheel 
opening. Note the black pliers with 
a short piece of angle iron welded 
to one side of the pincers. This was 
made by me to assist with getting 
the wire right up tight to the metal 
skin. The 1/8-inch wire was left 
long so that it could carry on in the 
next section. Medium-sized vise 
grips were extremely helpful to 
clamp the metal to the wire while 
I gradually hammered the metal 
around it.

I began by removing all the metal from the wood body tub, remaking 
about two-thirds of the wood framing and replacing the sheet steel 
body covering with new 20-gauge steel. At the back of the car I found 
the body work badly corroded with metal patches and remnants of 
bondo sufficient to require a new skin.

In the photo on the right, the two pointed sections (1) form the rear 
of the rear wheel arch and the top of the rear section. The circular 
opening (2) allows for a spare wheel to be mounted at the back of the 
car. The sort of mutton chop section (3) is taken from the left side front 
of the rear wheel arch. At the bottom of the back section can be seen a 
couple of brazed and riveted pieces that acted as patches or backing 
for the extensive bondo that covered all the imperfections.

2

3

1
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Once completed, the two sections were 
joined together by welding. They are 
shown below and the completed rear 
body section prior to painting is shown 
on the right.

The finished product after painting is 
shown below.



Proudly supporting and designing
dash plaques, awards, apparel
and promotional products for
car shows, car museums and
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After we talk about Classic Cars,
let’s talk about real estate financing solutions.

© 2015 Evergreen Home Loans is a registered trade name of Evergreen Moneysource Mortgage Company® NMLS ID 3182. Trade/service marks are the property of Evergreen Home Loans. All rights reserved. Licensed under:  
Alaska Mortgage Broker/Lender License AK3182 and AK3182-1; Arizona Mortgage Banker License 0910074; California-DBO Residential Mortgage Lending Act License 4130291; Idaho Mortgage Broker/Lender License MBL-
3134; Nevada Mortgage Banker License 3130; Oregon Mortgage Lending License ML-3213; Washington Consumer Loan Company License CL-3182.  8/15

Conrad Wouters
VP, Financial Institutions  NMLS 105806

Cell 206.422.9197 
Fax 855.745.2803
Email cwouters@evergreenhomeloans.com
9709 3rd Avenue NE, Suite 115  |  Seattle, WA 98115   
Branch NMLS  1120772

Celebrating 
30 Years 

Serving the 
Greater  Seattle Area

seATTle's BesT Broker

lindA cheng

425-999-6678

QUALITY RESTORATIONS
360-871-2165 
QRSR.com

Award winning metal and paint work 
’32 Cadillac V16 Roadster/Gordon Cochran 

’32 Lasalle Cadillac/Gordon Cochran 
’41 Cadillac Convertible/Gary Johnson 

numerous project not listed
METAL FABRICATION 

BODY-OFF RESTORATIONS  
MAINTENANCE ISSUES 
Paint issues, dents, etc. 

References available

Top and Interior Specialists
3430 Fourth Ave S
Seattle, WA 98134 
206 282 5603

www.convertiblesonly.com office@convertiblesonly.com

           Bellevue, WA
By Appointment Only 
          425 455 0770

You can  
Advertise Here.
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By David Lightfoot

We have lost a much-beloved member. 
Nancy Chayne Martin passed away in 
early December at the age of 95. 
Nancy was well-known for her beautiful 
1937 BMW 328 roadster. While attending 
school in Boston, she owned a rare Buick 
race car, but it was poorly suited to 
transportation. So, in 1949, Nancy was 
given the BMW in exchange for the Buick.

This car was one of many owned by 
her father, Charles Chayne, in the early 
1940s. During his ownership, the car was 
dismantled at GM and evaluated. When 
GM was done with it, the car returned to 
her father's ever-changing fleet. 
The car was delivered originally to The 
Falcon Works, the home of Frazer Nash, in England before arriving in New England 
where it was used in sports car racing and hillclimbs. Speculation is that it was 
ordered in left-hand drive for American use but passed through, or was at least 
badged, as a Frazer Nash - BMW, to avoid the stigma of a German car with the War 
being imminent. 
The original color was black but, over the years, the car wore several colors of paint 
and had several modifications. In anticipation of its 50th birthday, the car was given 
a full restoration. It was painted factory-correct red and completed just in time for 
the 1988 Pebble Beach Concours, where it placed Second in Class. First in Class was 
a spectacular Alfa Romeo that ended up as Best of Show, so second is not too bad. 

While living in Boston, Nancy met mechanical engineer John Martin. They were 
married in 1947 and son John Martin, Jr. was born in 1958. John Sr's family also 
had automotive roots; his father worked at Marmon from 1910 to 1914. He helped 
design the Marmon Wasp, the first car with a rear-view mirror and the winner of 
the first Indy 500 in 1911. John's career took him to 3M, General Motors and Boeing 
Electronics. It was a job with a start-up company that brought the Martin family to 
Seattle. 
When visiting the Martin home on Mercer Island, there is much to enjoy. The little 
BMW enjoys its own den; no mere garage for this little ruby-red jewel. Nancy kept 
quite a collection of scrapbooks from a life well-lived. Growing up in Detroit in 
the 1930s and 1940s, the pioneers of the auto industry were still alive and active. 
She knew most of them. 
In 1946, Detroit celebrated the 50th anniversary of automobile production in the 
city. A portion of Woodward Avenue was painted gold for the parade that was the 
highlight of the celebration. This was shortly after the end of World War II and the 
city was feeling confident. Participants included Henry Ford, R.E. Olds, Charles 
Nash, Barney Oldfield and… Nancy Chayne! She drove a gold-painted convertible 
in the parade conveying former General Motors President, and Army three-star 
general William S. Knudsen. 
A conversation with Nancy revealed her knowledge of automobiles, her strength, 
her considerable wisdom, and a graciousness that is rare. She was a delight to 
know and anyone who was lucky enough to know her surely is better for it. 
Nancy is survived by her son John Martin, Jr. who intends to keep the 
little red BMW 328. 

Charles 
Chayne 

Charles Chayne, 
a name many 
will recognize, 
was Nancy's father. 
Educated at Harvard 
and MIT, his career began in 
aeronautics but quickly moved 
to the automobile industry. After 
a short time at Marmon, Charles 
started working at Buick in 1930 
and rose through the Genreal 
Motors' ranks to become V. P. of 
Engineering. He retired from GM 
in 1963. 
Charles was one of the earliest 
members of the Veteran Motor 
Car Club in New England. His 
collection included two Hispano-
Suizas, a 1912 Simplex, a couple of 
Bugattis and historically significant 
Buicks. The Bugatti Royale that he 
saved from a junk yard on Long 
Island was his best known Classic 
Car. Chayne restored the car and 
painted it his fleet color, Buick 
white. It was used on tours with 
the Club in New England and 
family outings. A Royale! The car 
was donated to the Ford Museum 
in 1958, where it remains, and it is 
still Buick white!
Chayne’s tenure at GM coincided 
with that of Harley Earl, the king 
of tailfins. Ever the engineer, Mr. 
Chayne and Mr. Earl had a few 
memorable dustups. 
After retiring from General Motors 
in 1963, Mr. Chayne moved to 
Pebble Beach. He was instrumental 
in reorganizing and strengthening 
the Pebble Beach Concours 
d’Elegance when the event went 
through a rough patch in the 1968-
1972 timeframe. There remains a 
Charles Chayne Trophy given at the 
Concours each year, appropriately 
for the car that represents the most 
advanced engineering of its era. 

A Celebration of Life:  
Nancy Martin  b  1925 - 2020

Nancy Martin with John Jr.

Charles Chayne with 
1931 Bugatti Royale Type 41
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Jonathan Sierakowski, Editor, discussed his interests, 
as a professional historian, in preserving the history of 
Classic automobiles and material associated therewith. 
He asked that if any of our members has done research 
or has noteworthy material regarding these fine auto-
mobiles, please consider communicating same with him.

Fred Lax, Treasurer gave a report on the financial 
health of the Club. For the first time in numerous years, 
income exceeded expenses. This chart offers a top level 
summary: 

Joe Perrone, Finance Committee Chair, discussed 
numerous streamlining and cost reduction efforts.

Tlanda Mcdonald presented a twelve minute summary 
of the capabilities of the new website. It certainly is 
much more powerful – check it out!

Fred Lax and Jeff DeMarey, 2020 and 2021 Membership 
Chairs respectively, informed us that our Membership 
Drive runs from August 1 to August 1 of the following 
year. As of August 1, 2020, our club had 3,726 members, 
down approximately 4.5% from the previous year.  Jeff 
observed that as of the meeting date we had 2,252 paid 
members. Jeff was optimistic that with the second ‘snail 
mail’ renewal notice, we would pick up a lot of the 
‘missing’ members.  Let’s hope he’s right!

Dave Kane, Vice President, summarized the 11,000 
square foot expansion of the CCCA Museum in Hickory 

Corners, MI.  What a fantastic addition! He presented 
video providing more detail made by our own Howard 
Freedman, .

President Babinski then described the Educational 
Foundation, emphasizing plans for it to attract new 
younger members. The Ed Foundation financially 
supports our publications, as they are educational 
documents which inform and attract potential new 
members. Consider a contribution!

Vicki Zeiger Vice President Regional 
Relations, discussed five planned 2021 Grand 
Classics and offered a series of ‘recognitions’ 
to individuals who have gone ‘above and 
beyond’ in their regions during 2020.

Tom Brace revealed the recipients of the 
Motoring Legacy Award. This award is 
granted each year to one individual and one 
corporation who offer products or services 
which help us to keep our Classics on the 
road. The award went to John Ulrich, Ulrich 
Packard Parts and Sandy Olson of Olson’s 
gaskets. I’ve purchased lots from both and 
they are indeed superb!

President Babinski then announced the 
recipients of a much reduced list of our annual 
awards to various regions and individuals.  

Unfortunately, the PNR region didn’t make the list this 
year, but we’ll be back!

Executive Director Jay Quail then fielded questions 
from the participants for the next ten minutes or so.

On a personal note, I was very impressed – and 
inspired – by the many efforts obviously made by 
those who so generously donate their time and energy 
to keeping our Club so special. Kudos to Vicki Zeiger 
for ‘inspiring’ the virtual meeting, to Steve for making 
it happen, and for all of the presenters who make our 
‘Classic’ experience that much more rewarding and 
enjoyable – all out of the goodness of their hearts (and 
love of Classics)! 

CCCA National Annual Meeting Cont. from page 2
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ENTHUSIASTIC INSURANCE GUY SEEKS 
ATTRACTIVE CLASSIC BEAUTIES.

18516 101st Ave NE, Ste 1  |  Bothell, Washington 98011  |  www.amisllc.com
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425.984.6130 | 888.657.4925
bills@ amisllc.com

Car Collector Insurance Specialist  •  Auto • Home • Business • Motorcycle • Boat



Pacific Northwest Region - CCCA

Editor's Note:
Where did the year go? This is our third "pandemic" issue 
with few events and activities on which to report.  
Again, my thanks go to PNR members who contributed 
to this issue. Tom & Vivian Profit's BIG 1919 Pierce-Arrow 
7-passenger tourer literally fills the cover. But what a great 
story of "being bitten" by the Classic Car bug. Johnny & 
Christine Crowell's 1916 Pierce-Arrow 5-passenger tourer 
is one of the oldest Full Classics in our region and helps tell 
the story of the early evolution of the marque. The Crowell's 
are California residents but have participated in so many 
"McEwan CARavans" that they also belong to our region. 
Paul Murray's lovely and original 1923 Pierce-Arrow Model 
33 7-passenger Sedan helps to bookend the story.  
There are also a triad of technical articles in this issue.   
Thanks to Brian Rohrback for securing permission to 
reprint  Greg Millard's (Bentley Driver's Club) article on 
knock-off wheels. Frank Daly and Colin Gurnsey have 
recently spent a great deal of time in their garages and 
each wrote of their work and of lessons-learned. And, 
Laurel Gurnsey has once again provided an interesting 
window into the social aspects of the Classic Era.  
Finally, BMW Club member David Lightfoot provided 

a lovely tribute to a lovely lady --longtime PNR member 
Nancy Chayne Martin.
And here I add a final tribute to Don Wohlwend who has 
not been a PNR member for a number of years but has 
always been a "car guy." Don's beautiful 1937 Cord 812 
supercharged Cabriolet was featured in the Autumn 2009 
Bumber Guardian (it seems impossible that I have been 
the editor of this magazine for nearly fifteen years). Over 
the years, my husband Barrie and I have driven our 1937 
Cord Beverly over sixty thousand miles. So many of those 
miles were with the Wohlwends. Rain or shine, they drove 
top-down -- always with a smile and always ready for 
whatever challenge we found along the way. Arlene passed 
away several years ago and in February, Don joined her.  

Thanks Don and 
Arlene for sharing our 
life's journey. We'll see 
you again one day -- 
down the road.
-Karen Hutchinson
  PNR editor

 

 

 
 

FogRose Atelier 
Join us for private dining  

and creative pop-ups 
this fall and winter seasons. 

Visit our online store 
to view our collection 
of gift boxes, which  

include desserts, wines, 
spirits, and much more! 
Sign up for our virtual  

cocktail class or let us cater  
your in-home celebration. 

We look forward to bringing  
you the best of what the  

seasons have to offer. 
 

Visit fogrose.com for details. 
10606 NE 2nd Street, Bellevue WA  

(425) 223-5879 
info@fogrose.com 

Delivery options are available with 
food or wine subscription. 
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