
1931 LaSalle Touring
Owned by:  Barry and Sharon Briskman

Spring 2017



Pacific Northwest Region  - CCCA

2   Bumper Guardian

AQ the Encyclopedia Britannica  
of the car hobby

After giving much thought 
regarding what to write about 
this issue I decided to relate the 
story of starting and completing 
my Automobile Quarterly 
collection. As many of you 
may know AQ was a quarterly-

published book without any advertising. It has great 
stories of people, cars and other interesting topics that 
appeal to collectors and enthusiasts in the automotive 
world. Most major car collections/museums have a 
complete set and are as coveted as the cars.The CCCA 
National Office has two sets; one used for reference, 
the other untouched and kept in as-new condition.  AQ 
has many stories of the Classics that we own and drive 
and others that we can only lust after. Very well written, 
fantastic photography and high quality printing make 
these fun to read and enjoy. They published an index 
to make finding stories about a particular topic easy to 
find. Many people have called Automobile Quarterly 
the Encyclopedia Brittanica for the car hobby. After 52+ 
years of publishing they closed their doors in 2012, their 
last book being volume number 52 issue number 1. 
My story starts when I was contacted by Greg Soter 
asking me if I would like to be the next caretaker of 

PNR CCCA & Regional Events

Details can be obtained by contacting the Event 
Manager.  If no event manager is listed, contact 

the sponsoring organization.

May 7th - HCCA Tour (Puyallup Elks)

PNR Contact: Open

June 3rd - Wheels & Heels Annual Gala

Contact: America’s Car Museum

June 18th - Father’s Day at the Ballard Locks
PNR Contact: Steve Larimer

July 4th - Parade at Yarrow Point

PNR Contact: Al McEwan

July 9th - PNW Ferrari Concours

Contact: Denny Dochnahl

July 15th Forest Grove Concours

Contact: Forest Grove 

August 8th - Motoring Classic Kick-Off

PNR Contact: William Howard

September 2nd - Crescent Beach Concours

PNR Contact: Colin Gurnsey

October 7th - 8th - Mahogany & Merlot

PNR Contact: Kim Pierce

November TBD - Annual Meeting

PNR Contact: Open

December 17th - Holiday Party

PNR Contact: Frank Daly

Director’s Message

Continues on page 31

 CCCA National Events
Annual Meeting 

March 30th – April 2nd  . . . . . . . . . . . Reno, NV

Grand Classics®

May 12th  - 13th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Auburn, IN
June 2nd - 4th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .CCCA Museum
June 11th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .San Marino, CA
June 23rd-24th . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Sequim, WA
July 7th - 8th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Dearborn, MI
October 1st . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Northern CA
October 27th - 29th  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . TX

 CARavans
May 12-21 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . New Orleans
October 15-22 . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .Scenic Arizona
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Disclaimer: The technical information in this publication is 
provided “as is” without any representations or warranties, 
express or implied by PNR-CCCA. The information in 
technical articles is provided by the authors to the best of their 
knowledge as correct at the time of original publication but 
neither they nor PNR-CCCA will be responsible for errors.
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1931 LaSalle Touring
Owned by Barry & Sharon 

Briskman
Photo by Ron Kimball

Courtesy of the Pebble Beach Concours d’Elegance Archive

Pacific Northwest Region
Classic Car Club of America

The Bumper Guardian is the official publication of the  
Pacific Northwest Region, Classic Car Club of America.  

The region was founded in 1963.
 Officers and Appointed Posts:

Kim Pierce, Director 425-330-2665
Frank Daly, Asst Director 425-210-1804
Val Dickison, Secretary 206-546-3306
Terry McMichael, Treasurer 206-790-5012
Stan Dickison, Activities 206-949-1115
Val Dickison, Membership 206-546-3306
Karen Hutchinson, BG Co-editor 360-678-5453
Raymond Loe, BG Co-editor 360-678-9366
Colin Gurnsey, BC Liaison 604-980-7429

 Board of Managers:
Kim Pierce 2017 425-330-2665
Frank Daly 2017 425-210-1804
Marty Ellison 2017 425-941-9451
Steve Larimer 2018 206-954-7829
Brian Rohrback 2018 206-235-0371
Bill Smallwood 2018 425-773-0130
Val Dickison 2019 206-546-3306
Kenny Heng 2019 425-443-7546
Jeff Clark 2019 425-985-6308

 Bumper Guardian Staff:
Advertising Darrin Wong 425-210-7558
Caption Editor Bill Deibel 206-522-7167
Copy Editor Bill Allard 253-565-2545
Cover Story Raymond Loe 360-678-9366
Staff Photographers Michael Bradley

Steve Larimer
206-225-6491
206-954-7829

 Board of Managers’ Meetings:
1st Wednesday at

The Danz Garage, Totem Lake, Kirkland
5:00 Social Gathering, 6:00 Dinner/Meeting.  

Minutes on the web and available upon request.
 Membership:

Regional membership is available only to 
Classic Car Club of America National members.

 Advertising Policy/Rates:
The Bumper Guardian will print classified  
advertising free of charge to members on a 
space available basis. Display advertising rates 
are available on a prepaid basis only.
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In 1935, my birth announcement was a picture of a baby in a car. Twenty-one years and five cars 
later, in 1956, I saw a strange old car of an indeterminate color, smoking and belching in a parade in 
Tempe, AZ. Several months later I saw it again nearby in an alley behind a garage. The car had bullet 
holes in the windshield, horsehair coming out of the seats and the convertible top was missing. 
However, it was love at first sight as I have always been fascinated by four-door open cars. 
When I located the owner I was told that he had found it behind the trading post on the Navajo 
Reservation at Chinie, AZ. and that he would sell it for $100.  I borrowed $25 from my younger 
brother and used it as a down payment. Every payday I gave the owner another $5 or $10. After 
paying him $65 the owner told me that, since he could only provide a bill of sale rather than a title, I 
could have the car at that price or he would give me my money back.  So, I bought it. I put four used 
dirt-track racing-tires on it and had it towed to the fenced yard behind my father’s business.
Later, we found this car to be a very rare 1931 LaSalle model 345A Fleetwood V-8 Touring 
7-passenger sedan having body No. 3 of only 59 built. It had initially been used at the Stanley Hotel 
in Estes Park Colorado to take guests on park tours. 
Sharon and I were married in August of 1957 and after returning from our honeymoon – driving 
from Chicago to Florida and back in our 1956 Buick, we tried to sell the LaSalle for $100. As there 
were no takers, we decided to keep the car.
In the spring of 1958 Joe Lanser was out driving, saw our car parked and got in contact with me. He 
told me that he was starting the Arizona Region of the Classic Car Club of America and although, he 
didn’t think a LaSalle was a Classic, he would like to have Sharon and me join the region. By 1959 
we had become members of National CCCA and the newly formed Arizona Region. I found out that 
all LaSalles 1927 -1933 are Full Classics® and then became inspired to take the LaSalle down to the 
frame for a full restoration.
It seemed logical to start at the bottom so off came the body. We found it had no rust or rot and 
only a minimum amount of dents. I had never gone this far with a car before and had a lot of help 
from our new Classic Car friends. Many parts were missing including the entire top assembly, one 
wheel, some gauges, control levers, head light parts,  etc. Understandably, there were absolutely 

Photo by Ron Kimball
Courtesy of the Pebble Beach 

Concours d’Elegance Archive
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F. O. Stanley, of  Stanley Steamer fame, had been suffering from consumption and moved West with his 
wife to Estes Park, Colorado in 1903 to recuperate in the mountain fresh air. 
Accustomed to the luxurious amenities of  the East Coast, Stanley realized that this beautiful mountain 
area didn’t have anything to offer those with more means and set about creating a tourist destination 
where his contemporaries could enjoy the splendor, beauty and restorative health benefits in comfort. 
In 1909, he purchased 160 acres of  land from Lord Dunraven*, and built what is now known as The 
Stanley Hotel.
The hotel was completed in 1909 and featured a hydraulic elevator, dual electric and gas lighting, 
running water, a telephone in every guest room. The hotel was not equipped with heat until 1983 and 
closed for the winter every year. Stanley constructed a total of  eleven buildings on the acreage, many 
of  which remain in use to this day.  
When the hotel opened, Stanley had a fleet of  Stanley Model Z Mountain Wagons custom-designed to 

ferry guests to and from the train station which was 20 miles distant. In later years, according to PNR member Barry Briskman’s research, LaSalle Touring 
automobiles - including our featured 1931 LaSalle, were also used for this purpose. 
Stanley operated the hotel almost as a pastime remarking once that he spent more money than he made each summer. In 1926, he sold The Stanley to a 
private company incorporated for the sole purpose of  running it. The venture failed and, in 1929, Stanley purchased his property out of  foreclosure selling  
it again, in 1930, to fellow auto and hotel magnate Roe Emery. During Emery’s tenure as owner, the structures were painted white inside and out and most  
of  the original electro-gas fixtures were replaced. Today, the hotel and its surrounding structures are listed on the National Register of  Historic Places.
*Lord Dunraven was an Irishman who in 1872 used the Homestead Act to claim 15,000 acres of  the Estes Valley, making him, at that time, one of  the  
largest foreign holders of  American lands.                         Source:  Wikipedia

no body parts available, so I had to fabricate all the top 
hardware from photos and measurements. We picked a 
nice green paint color for the body, with black fenders 
and red striping.  The wood wheels were in bad shape 
so they were repaired and painted black. I did most of 
the painting with the atomizer bottle attachment from 
an Electrolux vacuum cleaner using nitrocellulose paint. 
Lots of sanding and polishing followed.
The car was shown at the 1963 Far West Grand Classic 
in Redondo Beach, CA. and received 78 points. I was 
devastated. Someone suggested that I get rid of the dirt 
track racing tires, Naugahyde, and find a set of side 
curtains (I had to fabricate the curtain frames). It was 
good advice - we took the car to a show at Disneyland in 
1964 and got 93 points. Wow!
In 1978 we had the LaSalle in a show in Carmel Valley, 
CA, where I met CCCA member Ray Menefee who told 
me that he recognized our LaSalle as having been bought 
when new by his father. His father had owned a livery 
service at the Stanley Hotel in Estes Park, CO. and this 

Continued on page 6
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Photo Above:  1931 - Dealer Invoice
Photo Right:  1961 - Sharon at the Grand Canyon

Photo Below:  1964 - Barry at GM Desert Proving Ground 
(yes, that is his hair!)

Continued from page 5
car was bought to be part of his fleet. The Public Utility 
Commission number located on the running board 
aprons and that the LaSalle was sold new in Denver 
makes it very likely that, indeed, his father was this car’s 
first owner.  
Many caravans, tours and miles later (in about 2006) 
the wheels were getting noisy (loose) so I sent them 
out to an expert to be re-spoked. While they were gone 
the car received new paint, a new leather interior, new 
tires, some new chrome, new canvas and more.  I had 
acquired the original “Build Sheet” from Cadillac and 
discovered the car had been green when new and had 
natural finished wheels with black tires.  I went with 
green striping.
The car was shown at the 2015 Grand Classic at Forest 
Grove, OR and received 99.25 points. The LaSalle was 
also first shown at Pebble Beach in 2015.
This LaSalle is an important part of our family.  Our 
daughters grew up going for rides in it, very often with 
friends.  All four of our   parents rode with us in the 
LaSalle on a Pacific Northwest Caravan.  Many of our 
families’ best memories 
include this car.
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During the 1920s as General Motors  
evolved from a “mis-mash” of un-
related automotive makes inherited 
by then CEO Alfred P. Sloan to his 
“market segmentation program” the 
LaSalle series of automobiles was 
brought into existence.

Sloan had noticed that his carefully 
crafted plan had price gaps wherein  
General Motors had no products to 
sell. This was an era where auto-
motive brands were customarily 
restricted to building a specific car 
per model year, Sloan surmised 
that the best way to bridge those 
gaps was to develop “companion” 
marques that could be sold through 
their existing sales network.

As originally conceived by Sloan, 
GM’s market segmentation strategy 
placed each of the company’s 
individual automobile marques into 
specific price points called “The 
General Motors Companion Make 
Program”. The existing Chevrolet 
was designated as the entry level 
product followed (in ascending 
order) by Oakland, Oldsmobile, 
Buick and Cadillac. Under the 
companion marque strategy, the gap 

between Chevrolet and Oakland 
would be filled by a new marque 
named Pontiac. The wide gap 
between Oldsmobile and Buick 
would be filled by two companion 
marques: Oldsmobile was assigned 
the up-market Viking and Buick 
was assigned the more compact 
Marquette. Cadillac was assigned 
another new marque “LaSalle” to 
fill the gap that existed between it 
and Buick.

About this time there was a young 
man out in California “Harley 
Earl” making a name for himself 
in his father’s California business 
customizing automobiles. Harley* 
had a special talent for working 
with their fast growing custom body 
clientele and by the early 1920s was 
designing custom car bodies for 
Hollywood's biggest stars. By the 
mid-1920s the company was turning-
out 300 custom-bodies a year many 
of them for Cadillac. During this 
time, Harley Earl and Cadillac 
president, Lawrence Fisher became 
good friends. Larry Fisher hired him 
in 1927 to design their new LaSalle.

What emerged, under Earl’s leader- 
ship, as the 1927 LaSalle, is widely 
regarded as the beginning of 
modern American automotive 
styling and was introduced on the 
GM “C” platform to be shared with 
Cadillac. Prior to 1927, automobile 
design essentially followed a set 
pattern, with design changes driven 
principally by engineering needs. 
Harley changed that by designing the 
LaSalle not as a junior Cadillac, but 
as something more agile  and stylish. 
Influenced by the rakish Hispano-
Suiza roadsters of the time, Earl’s 
LaSalle, built by Cadillac, emerged 
as a smaller, yet elegant counterpoint 
to their larger cars, unlike anything 
else being built by other American 

automobile manufacturers.

The LaSalle was initially offered in  
a full range of body styles, includ-
ing custom designs by Fisher and  
Fleetwood. Their open cars could  
also be ordered in tri-tone combin-
ations at a time when dark colors 
were the norm. All LaSalles were 
fitted with Cadillac’s ninety-degree 
V-8 flat head engine making the car 
fast, while its smaller size made it 
somewhat sportier and more agile 
than its bigger brother.

In its first year, 1927, LaSAlle account-
ed for 25% of Cadillac Division sales 
and by 1929 it was outselling Cadillac. 
In 1930 LaSalle followed general 
industry thinking of the times in being 
longer, heavier and more expensive 
than the 1929 offerings. LaSalle styling 
that year still owed much to Earl’s 
initial year concepts - low silhouette, 
sweeping “clamshell” fenders, a tall 
and narrow grille and two-tone paint. 
LaSalle recorded 1930 model year 
production of some 15,000 units - about 
75% of Cadillac division total volume. 

The fast deepening Depression was 
being felt throughout the auto-
mobile industry with drastically 
falling sales numbers of all makes 
and models causing GM to rethink 
its companion make strategy. Buick  
and Oldsmobile had each elimin-
ated companions Marquette and 
Viking after only one year and 
Cadillac also saw sales of its cars 
losing ground as many confirmed 
Cadillac customers chose to settle 
for the less expensive LaSalle. 
Cadillac was forced to adopt cost 
cutting measures in 1931- model 
choices were reduced as were prices. 
LaSalle prices came down to a low of 
$2,200 - about $500 below a similar 
model Cadillac. 1931 LaSalle volume 
went down anyway dropping from 

General Motors’ LaSalle   
1927-1940

By:  Raymond Loe

Continued on page 8
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10,000 to just under 3,400 in 1932 and 
about the same for 1933.

Seeking to turn things around, in 
1934 Cadillac came out with an 
all new, exclusive looking LaSalle, 
model 350.  Prices were again 
slashed, this time to $1,000 under 
the least expensive Cadillac.  Just 
four body styles were offered and 
all rode on a 119-inch chassis shared 
with Oldsmobile. Also, LaSalle’s 
Cadillac V-8 engine was replaced 
with Oldsmobiles straight-eight.  
Style-wise, the 1933 look gave way 
to full streamlining, highlighted 
by a rounded grille and hood side 
portholes.  This design/price formula 
did improve LaSalle’s volume 
somewhat from just under 7,200 for 
1934 to over 8,600 in 1935 and then 
jumping to 13,000 in 1936 when prices 
were dropped to the lowest ever.

Cadillac tried a new formula for 
LaSalle in 1937 giving it the same 
mono-block L-head V-8 used in their  
model 60 and a new 124 inch wheel-
base that arguably made LaSalles 
more attractive than that year’s 
Cadillac. Model year 1937 LaSalle 
sales jumped to 32,000 but remained 
leagues behind those of their arch 
competitor the junior Packard.

Few changes were introduced for 
1938, however, a minor recession 
severely impacted LaSalle sales 
which dropped to under 15,000 
units. But Cadillac management 
was determined, so LaSalle was 
completely reworked for 1939. The 
Cadillac V-8 engine remained 
much the same, but a new mid 
range GM-B body brought a smart 
new shape with greater glass area 
and (except for being optional on 
convertibles only) no running-
boards. Sales for (what would 
be their penultimate year) 1939, 

continued to be disappointing 
totaling a shade over 21,000 units.

However, Cadillac management 
continued to be determined and the 
1940 LaSalles came out with a full 
array of semi-custom body styles 
including a convertible sedan. This 
years lineup marked a high point in 
LaSalles 14 year history including 
the makes first two series lineup in 
a decade. Bearing Harley Earl’s latest 
“torpedo” look the plush  new Series 
52 Special was the design leader 
propelling LaSalle in its final year to 
sales of over 24,000 cars, its second 
highest level ever.

But by now LaSalle had been 
crowded out of its once-exclusive 
price niche and GM management 
made the decision to offer a lower 
priced Cadillac rather than continue 
a junior line with less prestige. 
The division did just that for 1941 
replacing LaSalle with a new entry-
level Cadillac Series 61.

LaSalle sales had consistently 
exceeded Cadillac’s since 1933, so 
the question arrises, why did GM 
decide to drop LaSalle? Evidently the 
lesson of the competing Packard 120 
had been of mounting management 
concern. Since its introduction in 
1935 that medium priced Packard 
had consistently out-sold the LaSalle 

by 72% every year. Since LaSalle had 
been a Cadillac in all but name for 
most of its lifespan, it was decided 
it was time to bestow upon it the 
prestigious title of Cadillac. That 
decision ultimately proved correct 
when the Series 61 Cadillac that 
replaced LaSalle sold almost 30,000 
units in its first year of 1941.

Interestingly, in Packard circles, the 
fact that the marque’s lower-priced 
cars were designated Packards is 
thought by many to have ultimately 
resulted in the ruination of the 
company. In LaSalle’s case that it 
wasn’t a Cadillac was probably 
the ruinous factor. People do 
buy prestige and a Cadillac 
was/is prestige. LaSalle did not 
have enough time to develop a 
prestigious name before the onset 
of the Great Depression and did not 
have the opportunity after.

Memories of LaSalle’s distinction 
continued to exert considerable 
magic within GM Design long after 
its demise and the name popped-up 
in connection with several projects 
after WWII that led some to believe 
that a revival was imminent. The 
name surfaced again for what 
became the 1963 Buick Riviera and 
only at the last minute was the name 
rejected for Seville as the moniker 
for Cadillac’s new compact sedan 
of mid-1975. Will LaSalle ever be 
reborn? Probably not, but having the 
name being seriously considered for 
a new Cadillac model after a 35-year 
absence, one can never be sure.

   *If you’d like to read more on 
Harley Earl’s legacy at GM’s Art and 
Color Division see my article about 
him in the Bumper Guardian’s 2008 
Winter issue.    

Continued from page 7
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Colin and Laurel Gurnsey and Bill and Liz Holt, 
all members of the PNR, sadly report the passing 
of their dear friend and Lagonda Club mentor 
Rudy Wood-Muller of Connecticut.  Rudy was 
a champion of Classic cars, especially Lagondas 
and Delages. At the time of his passing, he 
owned two Lagondas, a 1934 M45 saloon and a 
1936 LG45 DHC, along with two Citroen SMs.  

Rudy was The Lagonda Club’s representative in 
America. His passing has left a void, which will 
be partially filled by Colin Gurnsey as the new 
Representative for America of the Lagonda Club. 

Rudy 
Wood-Muller  

1928-2016

Barbara Stetson Carman (Bobbie) died on February 8, 2017.  She 
graduated from Anna Head School for Girls (now Head Royce School) 
in Oakland, CA; then Scripps College in Claremont,CA. While in college 
she met Joseph L. Carman, III, whom she married on April 17, 1949. 
As early members of  PNR, the Carmans were instrumental in the 
club’s formative years, heading up many committees and putting on 
a number of  events. In the 50th anniversary issue of  the “Bumper 
Guardian” you will find the family name often appearing.  Brian has 
proudly driven Joe’s 1939 Bentley All-Weather since Joe’s passing in 
2004. It’s a sweet little car and Joe must be happy that it still gets out 
for regular exercise. Barbara, Joe’s beloved wife, has now joined him 
in the heavenly reaches above. 

Sad to hear about Bill 
Scheef. A little of  Bill 
resides in my garage 
as a rare left hand 
drive ‘53 Morgan 
(one of  18 left-drives 
imported into New 
York in 1953) which 
I acquired from him a 
number of  years ago. 
     ~ Colin Gurnsey

Bill was a friend, 
fellow hobbyist and 
all around good guy. 
I will miss him. His 
passion for horses 
and classic cars 
brought us together 
many years ago.
     ~ John Carlson

Bill Scheef  was a very  
active CCCA member 
years ago. The 
Cadillac V-16 was sold 
quite a long time ago, 
but I think Bill still had 
his ‘29 Cadillac dual 
cowl phaeton that he 
restored to a very 
high level many years 
ago.
     ~ Al McEwan

Bill Scheef  & his son 
were the guys driving 
the trouble truck on 
the 2015 caravan, 
They ended up 
hauling the wounded 
Pierce-Arrow the rest 
of  the trip & back to 
Gig Harbor. That is 
too bad, he wasn’t 
that old. 
     ~ Randy Small

PNR Membership
Updates

New Members
Mike Beidleman 

2326 Airport Way South 
Seattle, WA  98134 
Cell:  206-714-2065 

mbeidleman@HFSNET.com
Michael Fistere 
PO Box 15242 

Chevy Chase, MD 20825-5242 
Home: 301-656-8582 
Office: 301-907-3907 

88michael@verizon.net
Jon & Gayle Gaddis 

24 Marilyn Lane 
Walla Walla, WA  99362 

Home: 503-780-5151 
archibald1937@msn.com 

1936 Brewster Town Cabriolet deVille
Tom Hamilton 
PO Box 1106 

Allyn, WA  98524-1106 
Home: 360-275-0333 
Cell: 360-710-6516 

hambone49@aol.com 
1938 Cadillac model 9039 town sedan

Bruce Rice 
2101 Ludwig Rd 

Snohomish, WA  98290 
rice4pack@gmail.com 

Cell: 425-359-5753 
1919 Cadillac 8 cyl., model 57 Limo

Bradford Tiffany 
123 Ramsgate Drive 

Phoenixville, PA 19460-1046 
Home: 610-662-4842  
Work: 484-321-5882 

bradt@ktbenefits.com

Returning Members
Peter P.M. Hageman 

PO Box 554 
Kirkland, WA  98083 

Telephone: 206-954-1961 
vintagebentleys@aol.com

Why do people talk of the horrors of old age? It’s great. I feel like 
a fine old car with the parts gradually wearing out, but I’m not 
complaining,... Those who find growing old terrible are people who 
haven’t done what they wanted with their lives.                - Martha Gellhorn

Editor’s Note:  In my experience, “car people” are some of the finest folks. In this issue, we recognize the 
lives of three people who have contributed much to our hobby and to our lives. Condolences to Brian & Lisa 
Rohrback and their family, to all those who were touched by Bill Scheef, and to our Canadian members 
whose love of Lagondas led them to know Rudy Wood-Muller. Congratulations to PNR member Colin 
Gurnsey for his new role as representative for America to the International Lagonda Club.

William Scheef
Deceased  

Jan 1, 2017
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Car Week in Scottsdale Arizona is always a welcome 
event following a busy Holiday Season especially if 
you live in the rain-soaked PNW.  With eight collector 
car auctions, the Arizona Concours, seminars and 
parties, it was a feast for car lovers.

On Monday, 31 PNR members and friends met for a 
patio party hosted by Linda and Marty Ellison, at their 
new home in Carefree.  The patio part might have been 
a bit pre-mature as attendees followed the pools of 
afternoon sun to the far corners of the yard until there 
were only shadows.  It was a cool and at times wet 
week in Scottsdale, but nothing that would dissuade 
Northwesterners from taking in the many activities.

Carefree is a small enclave located toward the north of 
Phoenix in the Desert Foothills area.  Located near the 
Boulders Resort, the Ellison’s home is sited among the 

huge piles of giant boulders formed and stacked nearly 
1½ billion years ago.  Wind and water erosion sculpted 
away the edges leaving behind what looks like artfully 
and precariously assembled cairns.

As folks enjoyed hors d’oeuvres and wine, discussion 
topics ranged from the Concours results, to auction 
previews, to the upcoming Grand Classic, and plans for 
Pebble Beach.  Most were happy to leave politics alone 
for the week.  Randy and Carmel Tanner, two of the 
Ellison’s guests played guitar and sang familiar classics.

There was a mini car display on the  “lawn” however 
none were judged.  The only classic to make the event 
was the Ellison’s 1938 Lincoln Model K Roadster which 
sported a red Class Award ribbon from the Arizona 
Concours the day before.

PNR Gathering at the Ellison’s
in Carefree Arizona

By Craig Devine

PNR Attendees
Driving a Classic

Marty & Linda Ellison w/ 
guests Randy & Carmel Tanner 

1938 Lincoln K Roadster 
Other Attendees

Carl Bomstead
Michael & Ildi Bradley 

Frank Daly 
Stan & Val Dickison
Peter Hageman w/ 
guest Mike Milsom 

Barrie & Karen Hutchinson w/ 
guests Paul & Tricia Ryan

Terry & Cherry Jarvis
Al & Sandi McEwan w/ 

guests Ken & Sammi Waldrip
John McGary w/guest Ann Weber

Terry & Barbara McMichael 
w/guests Bob & Sally Thomas

Kim Pierce & Norma Sola-Pierce
Conrad Wouters

Photos Page 11  Barbara McMichael, Ildi Bradley, Norma Sola-Pierce, Frank Daly, Kim Pierce; Barrie & Karen Hutchinson 
with guests Paul & Tricia Ryan; Stan Dickison, Conrad Wouters; Val Dickison, Ildi Bradley; Frank Daly, Peter Hageman, 
Stan Dickison; Sandi McEwan, guest Sammi Waldrip, Peter Hageman; Gathering around pool; Kim Pierce, Marty Ellison
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The 2017 Arizona 
Concours d’Elegance

at the Biltmore Hotel

The Arizona Concours is the first Concours of the year 
as well as the kickoff  event for Auction Week. Many 
PNR CCCA members enjoy traveling to the traditional 
warm Scottsdale area for fun and relaxation. There was 
plenty of fun but little sun. That didn’t stop our hardy 
clan from having a great time. 

The Concours is held on the lawns of the elegant Frank 
Lloyd Wright inspired Biltmore Hotel built in the late 
1920s. Auction Week helps attract the finest collector 
cars in the world as well as thousands of car fanatics. 
The Arizona Concours Committee takes full advantage 
of the excitement in Scottsdale this time of the year and 
has quickly elevated their Concours in four short years 
to one of the finest Concours in the country. The PNR 
CCCA helps support this event by supplying many 
judges as well as some fabulous cars. John Carlson has 
served as Head Judge since the inception of the event. 
Additional PNR members serving as Judges include Carl 
Bomstead, Fred Bonin, Barry Briskman , Stan Dickison, 
Gerald Greenfield, Peter Hageman, John and Barbara 
Anna Kefalonitis, Al McEwan, Brad Pelling, Kim Pierce, 
and Conrad Wouters. 

Two PNR members showed Full Classics®. Neil and 
Patricia DeAtley showed a 1947 Packard 2106 Club Sedan 
and Marty and Linda Ellison showed a 1938 Lincoln K 
LeBaron Convertible Coupe. Best of Show was awarded 
to the 1936 Bugatti Type 57SC Atlantic owned by Peter 
Mullin. The value of this Bugatti is estimated to be $75-
$95 Million!

Many car related events continued the following week 
including the Concours Tour on Monday morning, the 

Hagerty Reception at the Penske 
Center on Thursday and the 
LeMay ACM patio party the 
following Saturday evening. 
Last but not least, the Auctions 
and Auction Previews continued 
all week long. The only negative 
was the rain. It looked more 
like the Pacific NW for a few 
days.  Friday was miserable 
with streams of water flowing 
through the tents at many of the 
auction venues.

On Monday afternoon following the Concours Tour 
John & Koko Carlson and Keenon & Jerry Greenfield 
headed north to Williams, AZ for an overnight stay in 
this historic town on Route 66. Wednesday morning our 
tour guide picked us up for a day-long tour at the Grand 
Canyon. It was a spectacular sunny day with very few 
visitors enjoying the magnificent scenery. I did mention 
snow. There was about a foot of snow at the rim of the 
canyon. We were very lucky to have picked a sunny day 
in January as a blizzard hit the Canyon on Friday while 
Scottsdale had torrents of rain. We had an exciting day 
with Canyon rescues and a Prehistoric Dinosaur attack! 
Enjoy the accompanying photos. Make plans to attend 
the 2018 Concours. Scottsdale guarantees fun, if not sun, 
for next year.

Submitted by Gerald Greenfield

John Carlson
Head Judge
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DeAtley’s 1947 Packard 2106 Club Sedan 1938 Lincoln K LeBaron Convertible Coupe – Winner 2nd in Class

Arizona Concours 2017
Best of Show

1936 Bugatti Type 57SC Atlantic
The Bugatti Atlantic (Chassis No. 57374), is one 
of only three (or possibly four) produced. Based 
on the company’s Aerolithe concept car, this car 
was originally was owned by Victor Rothschild.  
Immediately after World War II, the car was 
brought to the United States. In 2003, Peter 
Williamson showed it at Pebble Beach where it 
was judged best of show. In 2010, the car was 
purchased from Williamson’s estate by Peter 
Mullin.  The car resides at the Mullin Automotive 
Museum in Oxnard, California.

The Carlson’s & Greenfield’s

Adventure to the 
Grand Canyon

January 2017 

(what, no cars?!?)
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Hagerty Insurance hosted an evening gathering for invited guests at the Penske 
Racing Museum. Fourteen PNR members and their guests enjoyed wandering 
through the museum while visiting with friends and car afficianados and enjoying 
cocktails and appetizers. The venue opens to lovely decks where we were able to 
enjoy the unusually cool evening air.

“The Penske Racing Museum Showcases an amazing collection of cars, trophies and racing  
memorabilia chronicling the career of one of the most successful dynasties in all of sports. 
Penske Racing has over 50 years of racing experience and over 400 major race wins high-
lighted by 16 Indianapolis 500-mile race victories. On display in the museum are cars 
detailing the diversity of Penske Racing including a replica of the 1963 Pontiac Catalina 
which Roger Penske drove to victory in the 1963 Riverside 250. Additionally, a number of 
Indianapolis 500-mile race winners are on display including the 2009 Dallara Honda which 
Helio Castroneves drove to win the 2009 Indy 500.”    
     Source:  Penske Museum Website

PNR Participants 
Barrie & Karen Hutchinson w/

guests Paul & Tricia Ryan
Michael & Ildi Bradley

Carl Bomstead
Frank Daly

Stan & Val Dickison
John & Koko Carlson
Al & Sandi McEwan 

John McGary w/ 
guest Ann Weber

Jerry & Keenon Greenfield
Marty & Linda Ellison

Kim Pierce & 
Norma Sola-Pierce

Photos:
Row 1:  Terry McMichael, David 

Madeira (ACM), Barbara  
McMichael; Linda Ellison, Karen 

Hutchinson, Val Dickison
Row 2:  Linda Ellison, Norma Sola-

Pierce; Ildi Bradly, John McGary; 
Jerry & Keenon Greenfield; Barrie 

Hutchinson, Paul Ryan (guest)
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A refinery is really an amazing place. They take in 
millions of gallons of crude oil every day and churn out 
a collection of products (mostly gasoline, kerosene, and 
diesel) that are transported to distribution centers and 
on to the consumers. Now consider:

• they need to effect this refinement of a gunky 
material while making sure the refinery stays 
running all the time;

• they have to balance out the current demand for 
products so that they don’t make too much of an 
abundant product and do not short products in need;

• they can store some of the incoming crude oil, but  
have no significant ability to hang on to all that 
much of this oil in case of plant maintenance, shut-
down, or a sudden change in demand;

• they also only have a small capacity to stockpile  
the products they make;

• they really cannot have any waste;
• they require a lot of water to supply cooling to the 

process (but cannot contaminate this borrowed fluid);
• they push their product into pipelines, trains, 

trucks, ships and typically do not own these assets  
and only have incomplete control over the sche-
duling of transportation;

• they have to reinforce the positive aspects of their 
relationship with the surrounding community; and

• they have to do all this profitably.

From a refinery engineer: 

“We must (and do) execute all of this mistake free. The 
communities in which we operate have great memories and 

a zero tolerance policy when it comes to environmental and 
process safety incidents. Thus, we employ entire buildings 
full of people who work to ensure our safeguards are in 
place, functioning and ever evolving.” 

Cannot store the raw material, cannot store the 
products, cannot have any waste, gotta make money.  
Career change anyone?

If you want bragging rights on who has the biggest 
refinery, you have to be from India (they are #1). The 
number 2 refinery is in Venezuela, the next three are all 
in South Korea. Saudi Arabia and Singapore hold the 
7 and 9 spots. The US has the 6th, the 8th and the 10th 
largest refineries in the world each of which put out 
roughly half the production of India’s Jamnagar complex.  

Although refineries vary in size, capacity, and com-
plexity, the basic fuel-processing functions of each plant 
is the same and can be divided into three sections: 
distillation, molecular manipulation, and blending. I 
have created a flow chart to save a thousand words. 
Crude oil is first distilled at atmospheric pressure to 
separate the components into different streams tied to 
each component’s volatility (or molecular weight). This 
is shown on the left side of the figure and each of the 
output arrows represent increasingly heavy fractions 
of the original crude oil as you scan from top (gases) to 
the bottom of the bottom of that first distillation unit. 
The heaviest fraction from the Atmospheric Distillation 
is then put under vacuum and redistilled to increase 
the yields of the heavier fractions. Roughly half of all of 
the input crude oil is represented by the six horizontal 
arrows in the diagram emanating from the Atmospheric 
distillation. The other half moves through the Vacuum 
distillation and we still capture 80% of this second, 
heavier set as useful fuels.

Meandering Through the Oil 
Industry: Part 3

This technical article is in a series characterizing 
the process that the oil industry follows to bring us 
one of our favorite commodities, the gasoline that 
powers our Classics.  Number 3 in the series: how 
a refinery works.

Refineries for 
Dummies 
By Brian Rohrback

The Anacortes, Washington Tesoro refinery
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Manipulation is where it gets 
complicated. The distillation process 
gives us a series of streams, but there 
is no “gasoline” yet. We are shooting 
to get about a 90% conversion of the 
original oil turned into gasoline, 
diesel and kerosene (a.k.a., jet fuel) 
and we have to consider that every 
input crude is different and the 
demand for various products can 
change. So we take each of these 
streams and send them into a series 
of processing units that change 
the molecular composition and do 
a remix to get reconstituted feeds 
that eventually will get blended 
into gasoline. As complicated as the 
refinery diagram is in my drawing, 
I have simplified it to only reflect 
the parts of the process that make 
up gasoline production (no diesel 
or kerosene lines) and I left out a 
number of steps that are among the 
more arcane (unless you really have 
to do this for yourself).

The petroleum industry is fond of  
using terms that no one under-
stands so my stab at demystification 
is the following:

HDS is most often referred to as a  
hydrotreater (really hydrodesulfuri-
zation), a catalytic process to remove 
sulfur from the fuel components. 
This is done for both the naphtha 
fraction that is naturally in the 
range of gasoline components 
C4-C10 and for the heavies. HDN 
refers to getting rid of the nitrogen 
(hydrodenitrification).

The Butamer unit separates 
branched butane, sending only 
normal (straight-chain) butane to 
the gasoline blender.

Hydro cracking and Fluid Catalytic 
Cracking (FCC) breaks down 
heavier molecules into lighter ones, 
more suited to vehicular use and is 
likely the most important process 
in the refinery. Although shown 

here as a simple box, has many 
components of its own.  This process 
really became important when, in 
1941, we figured out how to do this 
conversion of high-molecular-weight 
hydrocarbon fractions into high 
octane gasoline on a continuous 
basis, rather than batch.
Alkylate does the reverse, 
appending low molecular weight 
hydrocarbons to form longer chains 
(and higher octane) products.
The Isomerate unit and the 
Reformer convert lower octane 
naphtha components (straight 
chains) into higher octane versions 
(branched and aromatic). As a 
byproduct, this part of the process 
makes a lot of hydrogen gas which 
is used in other portions of the 
refinery (helping to crack the 
heavier components).
The Coker is a variant on the heat-
it and crack it theme to make more 

A flow chart mapping the system components feeding a gasoline blender
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useful fuel from the sludge that is 
left after boiling off what we can.  
At some point, we give up and are 
left with asphalt and coke.

All this is to generate six streams 
(more or less) that go into the 
gasoline blender. Three are from 
the light end of the distillation and 
are basically keeping the gasoline 
range hydrocarbons as is (straight 
run naphtha) or boosting the octane 
level using catalysis (isomerate for 
the lighter portion, reformate for the 

slightly heavier components).  The 
fourth is butane and is important 
as it will eventually find its way 
into the blend mix to make sure 
cars start in the winter. Of course, 
too much volatility of the gasoline 
in the summer can lead to vapor 
lock in our Classics, so the refinery 
blends different amounts of butane 
in summer and winter. Number 
5, gasoline from the FCC unit, 
substantially increases the total 
productivity of any refinery and 

helped us win WWII. Finally, the 
alkylate unit mixes isobutane with 
unsaturated components using acid 
as a catalyst to get yet more high 
octane blend stock.  Chemistry rules!

Now if this discourse has you reaching 
for the bottle, instead you should 
congratulate yourself for persevering 
and, hopefully, gaining an appreciation 
of what goes on beyond the refinery 
gate.  I left the blending action for 
another day, so stay tuned!

A new, distinguished looking, entry is 
complete at the CCCA Museum! Upon 
opening the barn doors to the 14’ x 25’ 
addition, automatic sliding glass doors 
allow generous and much needed light into 
the building. The interior of the entrance 
matches that of the Turnquist and Kughn 
galleries constructed of beautiful rough-
sawn barn wood. If you have yet to visit the 
Museum which is home to 29 magnificent 
classics, an exceptional collection of over 
700 mascots, and a fantastic research 
library, or you haven’t seen it for a while, 
June 2nd - 4th is the perfect time to do so.
Join us that week-end for The Experience 
Concours featuring Roadsters, Sports, & 
Touring Cars 1915-1965 as well as all Full 

Classics®. We are excited to host best-selling 
author and noted classic car collector, 
Clive Cussler as our Grand Marshal. Join 
him during activities that include a BBQ 
and a scenic driving tour along with a visit 
to Off Brothers private collection followed 
by the dinner gala. Dressing for the era is 
encouraged during Sunday’s Concours and 
reserve room for sweets after lunch by taking 
part in a chocolate demonstration and 
tasting. Whether you register a car or come 
without, we’ll do our best to ensure a fun-
filled week-end. Print the registration form or 
register on-line at http://cccamuseum.org/
News/2017Experience or call 269-352-9947.

Updated CCCA Museum 
in Hickory Corners
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Photo Captions page 19: 
Row 1:  Gary Johnson; Volunteer Steam Plant Tour Guide; Paul and Matthew Murray; Steam Plant Equipment 
Row 2:  Barrie and Karen Hutchinson, Cherry Jarvis and Susan Armstrong; Steam Plant Equipment; Cherry 

and Terry Jarvis; Denny Dochnahl
Row 3:  Conrad Wouters, Jon Schoenfeld, Sherry Raisbeck, Bernie Dochnahl; Steam Plant Placard; Tom  

Armstrong and Bill Allard; Frank Daly and Phil McCurdy
Row 4:  Jim Raisbeck; Barbara Shain and Jack Goffette; Steam Plant Equipment, Frank Daly, Darrin Wong, 

Joyce Johnson and Karen Hutchinson

Attendees
Driving a Classic

Craig C hristy  with passenger  
Bob LeCoque Jr. 

 1941 Cadillac 62 Coupe  

Other Attendees
Bill & Lucy Allard 

Tom & Susan Armstrong
Michael & Ildi Bradley

Frank Daly
Stan & Val Dickison

Denny & Bernadene Dochnahl
Al & Marilyn Fenstermaker

Jack Goffette & Barbara Shain
Colin Gurnsey

Barrie & Karen Hutchinson
Brad & Hyang Cha Ipsen

Terry & Cherry Jarvis
Gary & Joyce Johnson

Steve Larimer
Phil McCurdy

Paul & Matthew Murray
Lee Noble w/ guests

James & Sherry Raisbeck
Alan Rustad w/ guests

Jon Schoenfeld w/ guests
Bill Smallwood w/ guest

Adrian Taylor
Darrin Wong

Conrad Wouters

Georgetown Steam Plant Tour
April 11th 

An intrepid group of PNR members arrived at the Georgetown Steam Plant in the  
pouring rain at 1:00 in the afternoon for a very interesting tour of the historic 
building and steam plant equipment.  The place was bustling with people waiting 
for tours and tour guides working to sort us into our various groups. The PNR 
group was fortunate to have two tour guides assigned.  We navigated our way 
through giant machinery, up wooden staircases and along metal cat-walks that 
were two stories above the ground as we listened to the amazing history of this 
plant and the plans that are being laid for future uses.  Despite the rain and chilly 
temperatures, over 40 PNR members and their guests raptly listened and learned 
about the this fascinating part of Seattle’s history.

“The 1906 Georgetown Steam Plant, a National and Seattle Historic Landmark, represents important developments in  
the early history of both electricity and engineering in the United States. The plant houses one of the last operable 
examples of the large-scale General Electric steam turbines that doubled efficiency and ushered in the “modern” era of  
electricity production. Patented in 1896, the new turbines reached the market in 1903 and within 15 months their  
number surpassed that of all other steam turbines combined. These early generation turbines were arranged vertically.  
Continued developments in electricity and engineering led to the addition of horizontally oriented turbine in 1917.  
Although the new addition was smaller than either of the older units, it roughly doubled the output of the plant. The  
power plant, along with exclusive operation of the street railway system, gave the Seattle Electric Company an advantage  
in the intense competition with other local power companies. The plant discontinued service in 1972, but it still  
illustrates the history of electricity’s expansion into the everyday lives of Americans.”             Source:  Historic Seattle Tour
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PNR-CCCA
Grand 
Classic

 June 23 & 24, 2017

at the 
Brown Maloney Estate
in Sequim, Washington

NEW CAR LIGHTS 
      WARN OF SPEED

Firm Here Markets ‘Eye’ 
As Cautions Against

Violations.
Indianapolis is the home of a 

new company which has for its goal 
a reduction in the mounting traffic 
toll on the streets and highways of 
the nation. Traffic Eye, Inc., with 
offices in the Illinois building here, 
has placed on the market a device 
made up of three small purple or 
blue lights for the front and three 
similar lights for the back of each 
vehicle to which it is attached and 
which will show at a glance the 
speed of the truck or automobile 
on which it is placed.  
Warns Driver.

The Warning system also has an 
attachment of a set of small dash 
lights to inform the driver when 
he is exceeding the speed required 
in traffic or on the open road.  One 
outside light in front and back 
each goes “on” when the speed 
is higher than 25 miles an hour, 
another registers at more than 35 
miles an hour and the third lights 
up at more than 50 miles an hour.  
In addition, as an assured safety 
precaution, connection is made with 
the vehicle’s horn, causing it to 
sound continually, when the speed 
is higher than 55  miles an hour.

T. P. Burke, general manager 
and a director of Traffic Eye, 
Inc., has pointed out that safety 
surveys show violations of the 
speed limit cause one out of three 
of the traffic deaths in America, 
while speed too great for existing 

conditions causes nine out of 
every 10 such deaths.
Experts Indorse Device.

The device now on the market 
is aimed to meet and correct the 
speed menace, he stressed, adding 
that traffic and safety engineers 
in states throughout the country 
have given strong indorsement of  
the traffic eye.

He pointed out also that 
regulations of the Interstate 
Commerce Commission now permit 
the placing of such speed warning 
signals on vehicles.

The parts for the traffic eye 
are made by P. R. Mallory & Co. of 
Indianapolis, the Cincinnati Time 
Recorder Company of Cincinnati, 
O., and the Guide Lamp division 
of General Motors Corporation of 
Anderson.
Months of Research.

Engineers have spent many 
months of research in perfecting 
the instruments and the electrical 
engineering division of Purdue 
University has passed on them 
favorably after further months of 
exhaustive tests, Mr. Burke said.  

H. C. Baldwin of this city is 
company president. Officers and  
directors, in addition to Mr. Baldwin 
and Mr. Burke, are Garth B. Melson 
of this city, vice-president; L. L. 
Waters of this city, secretary-
treasurer; Ralph W. Moore of 
Chicago, William J. Mougey of 
Detroit, Mich., N. A. Waters of 
Chicago, W. O. Harp of Roodhouse, 
Ill,; James S. Leach of Owensboro, 
Ky.; Charles A. Ellisberry of 
Cincinnati, and Dave H. Jennings 
of Chicago, all directors.

Submitted by Bill Deibel

December 18, 1940

CRESCENT BEACH CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE 2017
The 7th annual Crescent Beach Concours d’Elegance  

(in Surrey, British Columbia) on Saturday, September 2nd.

We are now sourcing and would like to invite entrants from the CCCA/PNR. 
Entry forms are online at: www.crescentbeachconcours.com 

For more information please contact either Colin or Laurel Gurnsey 
604-980-7429 or lgurnsey@telus.net

SAVE THE DATE





After we talk about Classic Cars,
let’s talk about real estate financing solutions.

© 2013 Evergreen Home Loans is a registered trade name of Evergreen Moneysource Mortgage Company® NMLS ID 3182. Trade/service marks are the property of Evergreen Home Loans. All rights reserved. 
Licensed under:  Arizona Mortgage Banker License 0910074; California-DBO Residential Mortgage Lending Act License 4130291; Hawaii Mortgage Loan Originator Company License HI-3182; Idaho 
Mortgage Broker/Lender License MBL-3134; Nevada Mortgage Banker License 3130; Oregon Mortgage Lending License ML-3213; Washington Consumer Loan Company License CL-3182.  11/13

Conrad Wouters
VP, Financial Institutions  NMLS 105806

Direct 425.999.4142
Fax 855.745.2803
Email cwouters@evergreenhomeloans.com
2265 1st Ave S  |  Seattle, WA 98134   NMLS 13336



Spring 2017      23

Pacific Northwest Region  - CCCA

Charles and John Ringling, along with their brothers 
Albert and Otto, founded the Ringling Bros. Circus in 
1884, in Baraboo, Wisconsin. The “Ringling Brothers 
and Barnum & Bailey Combined Shows” made its debut 
at Madison Square Garden in New York City in 1919. 
Throughout the ‘20s, the circus generated great success 
and was the dominant source of live entertainment for 
millions of Americans across the country. In countless 
towns, the arrival of the circus was treated as a holiday.  
When the circus rolled into town, the townspeople 
flocked to watch the unloading of the train (as many 
as 100 specially-made cars) and the setting up of the 
“Big Top” tent on an empty lot on the outskirts of town.  
Circus animals and entertainers also created a scene 
parading down Main street to draw in a crowd.

By 1930, the Ringling brothers were among the most 
famous American entrepreneurs, and were known 
throughout the world. By 
that time, they had bought 

out their biggest competitors and were operating as the 
largest circus in the United States. Although the heyday 
of the circus was about to end with the onset of the 
great depression, the Circus held on through the lean 
years and continued to put on the Greatest Show on 
Earth until it closed down for good in May 2017.

Also in 1930, Herm Fisher got the idea that the world 
needed better toys. He thought toys should “appeal to 
the imagination and do something new and surprising 
and funny.” So, he joined forces with Irving Price and 
Helen Schelle to form Fisher Price Toys (sorry Helen, 
your name seems to have been left out.) In 1931 (the year 
of our featured LaSalle), the founders took their first 
line of 16 wooden toys to the American International 
Toy Fair in New York City and they quickly became a 
success. One of those toys was the Woodsey-Wee Circus. 
This playset included nine wooden circus animals, a 
wooden clown, and a small red wooden flat-bed circus 
train car. All of the circus accessories rolled on easy 
turning wooden bead wheels and all of them had metal 

hooks on the front and 
back to form a circus 
train. When hooked 
together, they formed a 
3-foot long circus train! 
The tallest figure was the 
giraffe measuring 5-1/2” 
tall, and the shortest was 
the monkey measuring 
2-1/4” tall.

Klassic 
Korner for 

Kids
Circus Toys
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Attendees
Driving a Classic

Craig C hristy  with
passenger Bob LeCoque Jr. 

 1941 Cadillac 62 Coupe 

Other Attendees
Bill & Lucy Allard 

Denny & Bernadine Dochnahl
Colin Gurnsey

Barrie & Karen Hutchinson
Brad & Hyang Cha Ipsen

Gary & Joyce Johnson
Steve Larimer
Phil McCurdy

Paul & Matthew Murray
Lee Noble w/ guests

Jon Schoenfeld w/ guests
Adrian Taylor
Darrin Wong

Conrad Wouters

At the conclusion of the Georgetown Steam Plant tour, Bob LeCoque Jr. 
spontanously offered the tour attendees the opportunity to tour his business that 
was located just two blocks away. Started by the Markey family in 1907 and now 
co-owned by Bob LeCoque, Markey Machine has been manufacturing custom 
deck equipment in the Seattle area for over 100 years. Now, three generations of 
the LeCoque family have worked at Markey in every position from sweeping 
the floors to managing the building of Hawser Winches, Deep Sea and Near 
Shore Research Winches, Custom Mooring and Barge-Haul Systems and Rener/
Recovery Line Control Systems. Our group toured the large machine shop, 
learning about current production and also about Markey’s remarkable history 
during World War II in support of critical Liberty Ship production.
The Liberty ship was a class of cargo ship built in the United States during World War 
II. The class was developed to meet British orders for transports to replace those torpedoed 
by German U-boats. Though British in conception, the design was adapted by the United 
States for its simple, low-cost construction. Mass-produced on an unprecedented scale, 
the now iconic Liberty ship came to symbolize U.S. wartime industrial output.
Eighteen American shipyards built 2,710 Liberty Ships between 1941 and 1945, easily 
the largest number of ships produced to a single design. The majority (1,552) of Liberty 
Ships came from new yards built on the West Coast and 
operated by Henry J. Kaiser. Kaiser developed methods 
for prefabricating and mass producing Liberty Ships. 
Components were built all across the US and transported 
to shipyards where the vessels could be assembled in record 
time. During the war, a Liberty Ship could be built in a 
about two weeks at a Kaiser yard. In November 1942, one 
of Kaiser’s yards built a Liberty Ship (Robert E. Peary) in 4 
days, 15 hours, and 29 minutes as a publicity stunt. 
Markey Machinery stepped-up their production to 
meet the war demand for deck equipment for Liberty 
Ship construction. Plant operations were in overdrive, 
running 7 days a week with over 400 employees 
on the payroll.  The company performed so well in 
fulfilling the huge contracts that February 12, 1943 
was named “Markey Day” in Seattle, as the Army 
and Navy “E” (Efficiency) Award was presented to 
Charles and Bill Markey.

A World Leader in 
High Quality Custom Deck Machinery 

Since 1907 

Bob LeCoque Jr. explaining fascinating new technology including a 
sensor that allows the Markey to monitor winch performance from 
their Seattle office and inform a tugboat in the Gulf of Mexico that 
there is a problem -- even before the crew knows.

Bob LeCoque Sr. described his experience over decades of work at 
Markey. He described climbing the rafters to clear equipment jams 
and moving equipment that weighed so much the floors had to be 
reinforced with six feet of concrete.

Liberty Ship
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Stan and Val Dickison lent me a book 
'Verses by the Side of the Road' (by 
Frank Rowsome, Jr.) ... a history of 
the famous 'Burma-Shave' road signs. 
It reminded me of family car trips 
where we'd pass the time counting 
all the cows we'd see, or make lists 
of different license plates or recite all 
the jingles on the Burma-Shave signs 
peppering the countryside.

We passed countless other 
billboards, advertising family 
attractions like 'Snake City' or 'Snow 
White's Village'. Or watched for 
traffic police cars hidden behind 
restaurant billboards. But on one 
trip, it was another sign (on a 
cliffside by a series of terrifying 
switchbacks in the mountains 
leading down into Wenatchee, 
Washington) that sticks in my 
memory. My father drove with 
white knuckles....no guard rails, 
steep drop-offs and it was dark out. 
Tense, we rounded a corner and 
saw the sign....'Jesus Saves'. Our 
nervous laughter was inappropriate 
but helped us breath again and we 
giggled for miles.

The iconic Burma-Shave signs 
first appeared on highways in 
the United States in 1926, as an 

advertising campaign for 
a new brand of brushless 
shaving cream put out by 
the Odell family. An iconic 
twist was that you had to 
pay attention because their 
message, usually a jingle, 
was in a series of signs and 
not complete until the last 
sign. People did pay attention 
and company sales took off. 
Burma-Shave became the 
second-highest seller in the 
States, with one of their first 
signs celebrating the end of 
the war: 

'Cheer Up Face/The War/Is over!/
Burma-Shave'.

Eventually the company was sold  
to Phillip Morris in 1963 and the  
signs were removed. In 1997, the  
American Safety Razor Company, 
new owner of the brand, reintro-
duced it, this time with brushes, and 
the signs reappeared as nostalgic 
billboards.  Originals are rare.

I loved the writing style in 
'Verses...'....about cars on the roads 
in the ’20s/’30s....' There were, in 
those springtime days of America's 
love affair with its automobiles, 
many beloveds...the doughty 
Dodge, as reliable as an Airedale..
the substantial Reo and Buick; the 
sprightly Pontiac and Overland; 
the Willys-and Stearn-Knights...
the radical air-cooled Franklin...the 
ponderous Lincolns and Cadillacs; 
long-hooded Packards'. And it goes 
on to list the Pierce-Arrows, Kissels, 
Jordans, Auburns and Dusenbergs, 
Marmons, Templars and Stutz.  
Even though the book is basically 
a tribute to the Burma-Shave signs, 
it is also a fabulous overview of 
the ’20s/’30s. I laughed out loud in 
the section talking about highway 
curves and roller-coaster roads early 

on.  And children beseeching their 
fathers to 'drive faster Daddy!' and 
screaming with joy over the bumps. 

That screaming with joy translated 
to the Burma signs themselves. The 
O'Dell family decided humour was 
going to sell more than straight 
copy. The signs 'had a jingling 
cadence...frosted with a topping 
of folk humour'. They first startled 
drivers, then delighted them. Six  
small messages planted one 
hundred paces apart, at 35 miles 
an hour, it took three seconds to 
proceed from sign to sign. 'This was 
far more time and attention than a 
newspaper or magazine ad could 
expect from casual viewers.' The 
signs added an element of suspense 
as your eye couldn't see ahead to 
'spoil the effect'. The signs also 
appealed to a child's love of cadence 
and rhyme....'The Bearded Lady/
Tried a Jar/She's Now/A Famous/
Movie Star'.

The whole concept of brushless 
shaving cream upset many tradi-
tional shavers, who were used to a 
brush. The Burma-Shave brushless 
system talked about how unsanitary 
a brush was. And then when electric 
shavers came in years later, the 
Burma-Shave family had to address 
that too.....loved this sign series.....'A 
Silky Cheek/Shaved Smooth/And 
Clean/Is Not Obtained/With a 
Mowing Machine/'. The family had 
more competition in the years to 
come from other companies coming 
out with their own shaving creams 
and fought it with a series of jingle 
competitions to keep Burma in the 
public eye.

Sometimes the company devoted 
signs to highway safety as well, 
putting out signs near rail crossings 
'Remember This/If You'd /Be 
Spared/Trains Don't Whistle/

It
Must
Be
A

Sign!
By Laurel 
Gurnsey
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PNR Member Cars 
on the Road in 1926

When you think about the open roads that sported Burma 
Shave signs when they first appeared in 1926, you, of 
course, wonder which of our Classics might have been on 
those same roads. New, like the signs, in that specific year.

In our own PNR membership, we have many 1920s Classics, 
but two, in particular, share a 1926 birthday with the signs.

Bloor and Pat Redding have a 1926 Rolls-Royce 6, PI, 
Maidstone Tourer. Bloor doesn’t recall the signs but 
remembers another unique form of advertising from his 
area of the Northeastern states. The Mail Pouch Tobacco barn 
signs are worth a Google… hugely popular and they dotted 
the countryside starting in 1925.

Bob and Leola Reeve have recently sold their 1926 Stutz  8, 
AA, Sedan. But it would have been out there on the roads with 
the Rolls. Bob says ‘I remember the Burma Signs clearly 
from my younger years. The last time I remember seeing 
original Burma Shave highway signs was in Colorado in 
the late 1960s.’

Because They're Scared.' And saying that drivers 
should get their close shaves from Burma instead 
of close shaves caused by not driving carefully. 

I loved this name...Allen Odell's secretary was 
Fidelia M. Dearlove.  What a perfect name! 
She did most of the paperwork on the signs 
and now that they had spread out all over the 
United States and later into Canada, she knew 
where every sign was and what the jingle 
was. The signs, mostly red and white, ran into 
complications with different state laws regarding, 
colour, size, etc.  but maintained their iconic 
status over the years. Occasionally, they had to 
adapt the signs to avoid problems...a certain size 
and horses would use them as scratching posts. 
In 1964, Leonard O'Dell gave a set of the signs to 
the Smithsonian. Over 35,000 signs were planted 
all over the nation and in Canada and most of 
those are now gone.  But they live on in memory. 
And Colin and I just noted that some of the best 
of today's television commercials maintain the 
Burma-Shave humour and suspense...keep them 
waiting, keep them laughing, keep them thinking 
about your product.

Worth Reading:
‘The Verse by the  
Side of the Road’

Frank Rowsome, Jr.  

 

  

Worth Watching:
DVD: ‘The Signs & 
Rhymes of Burma-

Shave’  
1-800-762-0338 
by Sentimental 

Productions
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QUALTIY RESTORATIONS
360-871-2165 
Lundy Adkins

Award winning metal and paint work 
’41 Cadillac Convertible/Gary Johnson 

’32 Cadillac V16 Roadster/Gordon Cochran 
’32 Lasalle Cadillac/Gordon Cochran 

numerous project not listed
MAINTENANCE ISSUES 

Paint issues, dents, etc. 
References available

Sales/Consignment/Valuations/Storage/Detailing

One of a Kind Venue –  
Rent it for your next event

Classic Car Restoration &  
Service and more…

425-246-5222

Warren@WildAboutCarsGarage.com 
11200 Kirkland Way Suite 200, Kirkland WA 98033

www.WildAboutCarsGarage.com



For 25 years, GVRS has been a full-service 
car restoration shop in Post Falls, Idaho 
with a reputation for excellence.  
From concours quality showpieces to 
daily drivers; factory correct restoration 
to hotrods and muscle cars; the team at 
Glenn Vaughn Restoration Services has 
the talent and know-how to create an 
heirloom quality vehicle.
We provide the complete package of full 
restoration for your antique car, vintage 
automobile, classic car, hot rod, street rod 
or muscle car. 

550 N Greensferry Rd s Post Falls, ID 83854 
(p) 208-773-3525  s  (f) 208-773-3526  s  vaughnrestoration@gmail.com

"When it comes to 
your “baby”, we take 
pride in attending to 

every detail!"
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PNR Members at the Lamborghini Unveiling
OpenRoad Auto Group from Canada recently became the new owner of the Bentley 
Lamborghini Rolls-Royce Bellevue dealership.   A group of PNR members including 
(from left to right) Val & Stan Dickison, Sandi & Al McEwan, Brian & Randy 
Pollock, Steve Larimer and Jamei June & William Howard attended OpenRoad’s 
launch party of the all new Lamborghini Aventador S on February 18th.
The Aventador S is the latest model for Lamborghini, having 740 Horsepower with 
a 6.5 L Naturally Aspirated V-12.  The car goes from 0-62 mph in 2.9 sec.!  It is 
an all-wheel drive with four-wheel steering. The price tag for this model with the ‘well-
equipped options’ will be around $480,000 USD. 
The party  started at around 6:30pm, with a DJ playing music while food and 
champagne were passed around.  After the official unveiling of the vehicle, we all enjoyed 
looking at the car up close and taking pictures.  Although we were there to celebrate 
Lamborghini, we did spend some time at the Bentley side of the dealership. How could 
we not admire all the cars? 
It was a fun night spent with a group of car enthusiasts.

Submitted by William Howard



Editor ’s  Message
Shortly before going to press, I received news of Darlene 
Knowles-Linke’s passing. I had learned just weeks before of her 
illness and while I knew her situation was terminal, her death 
sent a real shock-wave through me. How on earth does one 
describe the impact that Darlene had on the PNR and the “old 
car” hobby? I was trying to conjure-up memories of Darlene at 
PNR events and in every image Darlene filled the room with her 
love and enthusiasm. Then Michael Bradley sent me a retro-
spective of photos from at least 10 years of events and I knew 
there was nothing amiss with my memory. I am grateful to have 
known Darlene and will miss her dearly.  

Then I got to thinking about the many extraordinary women 
who contribute to this Club and to my life in so many ways. It is 
impossible to include everyone in this small space but you are all 
in my heart.  
So here is to the women of the PNR including but certainly not  
limited to ... Laurel Gurnsey who contributes a well-researched 
article to each issue of this magazine and has become a dear  
friend; Val Dickison who manages all things related to member-
ship and so much more; Sandi McEwan who has helped to shape 
the successful PNR CARavans and has a completely infectious 
laugh; Bernie Dochnahl who opens her home and her heart to 
Club members at the drop of a hat; Linda Ellison who has jumped 
into the hobby with both feet and hosted a lovely open house at 
the Ellison’s new Arizona home; Cherry Jarvis whose name seems 
to be on all the reply cards for formal PNR events and even with 
a cast on her arm has a smile on her face at the registration table; 
Judy Mote who has logged thousands of miles in the CARavan 
trouble truck keeping Bill company and keeping us all out of 
trouble; Keenon Greenfield who is at nearly every event and every 
PNR board meeting (she embraced the hobby when she married 
Jerry); Susan Armstrong who not only supports Tom’s love of old 
cars and race cars BUT had her own race car and campaigned it 
successfully; Joyce Johnson who has been a driving force behind 
the scenes and never fails to greet members with the warmest 
smile (see photo page 19); Barbara McMichael who is at nearly 
every event with a ready hand; and Ildi Bradley, Val Dickison, 
Bernie Dochnahl, Georgia Loe and Merrisue Steinman who are all 
accredited CCCA Tabulators and work tirelessly behind the scenes 
at Grand Classics. And that is just the start. A great thank-you to 
all the women of the PNR for your contributions to the Club and 
for the wealth of friendship that you have brought into my life.
Karen Hutchinson - PNR Editor

2007 Linke Picnic2006 Holiday Party 2012 COP2010 Holiday Party
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his Dad’s incomplete collection of the 
publication. Not really sure what AQ was, I 
accepted. After looking at them and reading 
a few stories I felt the need to complete the 
collection. Little did I know how difficult it 
would be to piece a collection together. 
I found a number of foundations that are 
tied to clubs sell books that have been 
donated to them. Others vendors include 
ebay sellers, used book stores, the odd 
single book seller and PNR members, some 
even from other regions. I learned of a 
rumor that a bunch of new books would 
soon be hitting the market. Not being able  
to verify the rumor, the quest was on. I 
needed about 60 books to complete the 
collection. Some of those were very hard to 
find due to the due to the coveted stories 
they contained. Having sourced books from 
over 20 locations the collection is now  
complete. Volumes 50, 51 and 52 looked 
like they would be unobtanium. I searched 
everywhere I could think of along with 
following leads from many different 
sources. I kept hitting dead ends. Yesterday 
I found  a website that was selling new, 
past-issues; most still in the original boxes. 
I learned the seller obtained the books 
after the publisher failed to pay rent at the 
seller’s storage facility. The rumor was 
confirmed! My collection is now complete! 
It took six months of sleuthing to put it 
together and now I get to enjoy the stories.
Anyone interested in completing their 
collection, give me a call and I will be happy 
to get you connected with the person that 
quite possibly can help you complete yours!
After the coldest winter in 32 years in the 
Pacific Northwest it’s time to pull your 
Classics out and get them warmed up for all 
of the activities planned for the season.
Kim Pierce 
Director PNR-CCCA
Thank You Frank Daly and Stan Dickison 
for stepping in and conducting the board 
meetings in my absence. Looking forward 
to seeing everyone out and about.

Director’s Message Continued from page 2




